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Monday 14 January 2019

Principal’s Message
Dear Parent / Carer,

We have really enjoyed welcoming children and families back to school this week. | hope you had a magical Christmas
and would like to take the opportunity to wish you a very happy New Year.

This week has been a very positive and highly productive one. | am eager to thank Mr Roper, our Chair of Governors
who has been leading our curriculum hook with Upper Key Stage 2. This has taken on a STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) focus and pupils have been constructing and testing the strength of bridges. In doing
this, pupils demonstrated excellent skills of collaboration and I can certainly say that there was a real buzz of enjoyment
and enthusiasm.

Further visitors in school this week were the Road Safety Team. This focus is a very important part of our curriculum
and pupils in Early Years, KS1 and lower KS2 were all involved in the programme of activities. The team were very keen
to inform me that the engagement and conduct of our pupils was of the highest standard.

Please can | encourage you to have a look at the homework section of the academy website? We have been able to add
delightful photographs of children to celebrate the fantastic and creative homework they have been completing. In
addition to this, each Key Stage held a ‘homework celebration’ event prior to the Christmas break. Connected to this,
we hope your children all enjoyed receiving their creative curriculum knowledge organiser posters. This will be a really
useful point of reference for families when learning together at home.

On Wednesday 16 January, the Wise Willows will be presenting their value assembly at 9 am. We would love for families
of this class to come along and enjoy the show. At the assembly, our catering team will also be providing buns for you
to enjoy whilst watching the show.

The Capital Investment Plans have moved forward very positively this week and | will soon be updating this section of
the website. | am keen to tell you that the plans for the site involve really enhancing our curriculum opportunities. As
you know we are committed to encouraging healthy lifestyles and looking after both ourselves and the world around
us. Playgrounds will be reinvigorated and will include a track which can be used as a mile a day, bike and scooter track.
We hope to create growing areas and an Orchard.

Have a lovely week.

Mrs H Townsley
Principal

Heroes’ event

The children in Year 1 and Year 2 welcomed some special visitors on Friday morning. 4 Volunteers from the local
community came into school to talk to the children about their role as real life heroes. The children heard from a doctor,
pharmacist, paramedic and mental health worker. All the children asked extremely good questions and were very polite
and well-mannered to our visitors.
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Captain’s Café

Road safety

Our children in Years 1, 2 and 4 took part in pedestrian training last week. They all went in small groups onto the
pavement near school and learnt how to cross the road safety. As | know you all appreciate, this is such an important
skill for our children to learn. We ask that you please reinforce this learning with your children every time they cross
the road with you and ask them to recall what they have been taught. A couple of minutes going through the vital steps
of stop, look, listen and think at the roadside could save their life one day. Children in Nursery, Reception and Year 3
took part in workshops on road safety within the classroom. Look out for photos and more information on the website.

STEM with Mr Roper

To launch UKS2s new theme 'Extreme Earth', Mr Roper, who is a successful civil engineer as well as our chair of
governors, visited Ryecroft for the day to work with our pupils on creating a truss bridge using paper and bolts with the
criteria of supporting at least 1Kg. This STEM workshop helped strengthen our work on the school key drivers;
communication through collaborative group work, and aspirations through the sharing of potential career aspects and
roles within the wider engineering sector. Civil engineers are paramount in the early operations following a natural
disaster to help return many of essentials to normal, such as electricity supply, water and access to disaster sites. This
was a fantastic day had by all and the pupils wanted to share their thanks with Mr Roper once again.
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Kids Inventors Day

Television, water skis, earmuffs, the popsicle. What do they have in common? All were invented by kids! 500,000
children and teens invent gadgets and games each year. These innovations help make our lives easier —and more fun!
On Friday 18 January we will be celebrating the ingenuity and value of young brainstormers on KID INVENTORS’ DAY!
The children will have the chance to design their own intervention and the best ones from each class, as voted for by
the children, will be displayed in school and shared on our website.

This half-term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME

I’'m sure we all agree that telling the time is a crucially important life skill. Each week, we will include a fun activity to
engage children in learning about time at home, and helping them to make real-life links (the best way to gain secure
and lasting knowledge!)

o Look at a calendar. Find out how many days there are in a week, in each month, in a year. How many weeks are in
a year? How many months are there in a year? Name them. Which is the sixth/last/third month etc.? Which dates are
important to your family? Why? Put them in order. Make your own calendar showing these special dates. What are the
different seasons and when do they start?

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time

Minutes Late
Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late
Happy Hedgehogs 7 358
Loyal Lapwings 5 316
Fair-Minded Firs 3 179
Honest Hawthorns 1 68
Wise Willows 5 142
Compassionate Chestnuts 2 56
Self-Believing Sycamores 4 363
Resilient Rowans 4 181
Persevering Poplars 5 232
Empathetic Elders 2 53
REMEMBER — EVERY MINUTE COUNTS
ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK
Superstar
Friendly Frogs 95.8% Loyal Lapwings Leighton
Happy Hedgehogs 97.6% Fair Minded Firs Paige
Loyal Lapwings 92.1% Honest Hawthorns Alex
Fair Minded Firs 94.6% Wise Willows Kendal
Compassionate Chestnuts Billy
Wise Willows 93.9% Self-Believing Sycamores | Demi
Compassionate Chestnuts 98.6% Resilient Rowans Tegan
Self-Believing Sycamores 97.3% Persevering Poplars Nadia
Resilient Rowans 94.4% Empathetic Elders Leo
Persevering Poplars 90.4%
Empathetic Elders 92.5%
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Congratulations to Honest Hawthorns for the best attendance this week
98.7%
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 7 January to 11 January was

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date:

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is
97%

SLT Praise Visits

Sofia
Happy Hedgehogs Liam
Stephane
Tyrique
Loyal Lapwings Charlie
Daisy
Darcy-Leigh
Honest Hawthorns Cornell

Ray

Layla-Maii
Fair Minded Firs Colm
Freya

Macey
Wise Willows Riley
Poppy O
Ryley
Compassionate Chestnuts Zach
Laura

Carla
Self-believing Sycamores Alfie
Sam
Alfie
Resilient Rowans Leland
Joshua
Toby
Persevering Poplars Dylan
David
Sam
Empathetic Elders Jess
Leo
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Diary Dates to Remember

Wednesday 16 January Wise Willows Topic Assembly
Thursday 17 January Kids Inventors day
Wednesday 23 January Fair-Minded Firs Topic assembly
Wednesday 6 February Year 5 Lineham Farm Residential
Wednesday 6 February Honest Hawthorns Topic Assembly
Monday 11 February House Competition week
Thursday 21 March Sports Relief
Monday 25 March House Competition Week
Monday 25 May House Competition Week
Helen Townsley Simon Hayes
Principal Assistant Principal

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful
tips for parents: http://www.leedslsch.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlinelf you are worried that a child
is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France.
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