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Monday 5 November 2018

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have really enjoyed our first half term of this academic year and it was lovely to see so many of the children enjoying
themselves at the Halloween Disco on Thursday. A sincere thank you to Mrs Barker and professionals who supported
the organisation of the event. The parents who came to help made such a difference and such events could not go
ahead without your generosity and good will. It was lovely to see our children having so much well deserved fun at the
end of the half term.

Leaders in school are currently busily working alongside our architects to plan the developments to the building. Itis
likely that the work will commence around Easter time. Phase 1 will be completed over the summer with further work
planned for the following summer break. There are some very practical issues to address but, nevertheless, there will
so many exciting things that we will be able to achieve with the investment.

The Early Years Outdoor area will be the biggest priority and we are very excited about the plans for this area. Our
partner school, Hillcrest, have used the company that we will be using for their Early Years and Foundation Stage
Development and | hope that you will enjoy looking at the photos of their finished area. My intention is to share our
plans on the academy website as they are being developed.

I am keen to take the opportunity to thank my colleagues and other professionals for ensuring we have such a rich
extra-curricular offer. This half term children have enjoyed Fitness Club, Drama Club, Choir, Karate, Football Club,
Netball Club, Recorder Club, Film Club, Tag Rugby, KS1 Sports Club and Art Club. This offer is second to none for a
Primary of our size and my committed team give up their free time to facilitate this. | know you will want to join me in
thanking them.

We are continuing to see such lovely examples of creative homework being brought in by the children. We will add
photos for you to enjoy in the next newsletter. Once again, | am really grateful for the support you are giving your
children in completing this work.

A big thank you to Jacob and Kian for these wonderful Halloween centre pieces they made at home for our Halloween
lunch on Friday.

Thank to you also to the parents / carer of Nursery and Reception children who came to the Phonics session on Thursday
morning. | hope you found the information, from Miss Hodder and Mrs Barker, useful in supporting your child’s Phonics
learning at home.
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Next it is the turn of the Empathetic Elders to present their topic assembly on Wednesday 7 November at 9am. We
would love for families of this class to come along and enjoy the show.

| hope you had a happy and safe half term.

Mrs Townsley
Principal
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Spelling Strategy

This spelling strategy helps children to recognise patterns in their spellings. Whenever a child is practicing a spelling
that they find tricky, they might find it useful to draw boxes around the individual letters and count the boxes. They can
then use the same frame to add in the letters each time they practise. If a child can remember that, for example, 'totally'
has seven letters and there are two ascending letters before the final y, they have more chance of spelling the word
correctly.
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Fruity Friday

On Friday afternoon, the school council members and other children took turns to ride the smoothie bike to make
delicious smoothies to sell at home time to raise money for the bike shed fund. A huge thank you to all the children
who had a turn on the bike, and sorry to the nursery children because their little legs couldn't reach to turn the

pedals! Also a huge thank you to all of you for buying the smoothies, we hope you enjoyed them.
- .

Year 1 & 2 Manor House Visit — Thursday 25 October 2018

On Thursday afternoon a group of Year 1 and Year 2 children walked up to Manor House to decorate buns with the
residents. The children and residents had lots of fun decorating the buns and eating them! The residents were very
happy to welcome the children and staff commented that the visit had brighten up their day. Many of the residents of
Manor House do not have regular visitors, so today was a special day for them. The children were very respectful and
well behaved during the visit and were all very proud to have had such a positive effect on another person's day.
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Watch out for further events with the residents of Manor House shortly.

Year 5 & 6 House Competition Afternoon

On Tuesday 23 October 2018, we held our first House competition of the year as Year 5 & 6 House teams competed
against each other at the board game 'Articulate’, a word description game. The event involved pupils battling each
other within their own house team and selecting their strongest players to take on the other houses in the Final. It
was a competition that was enjoyed by staff and pupils and was played in the right spirit. Churchill came out
victorious, however the standard of play from all 4 teams was excellent. Results are below:

1st Churchill
2nd Grey-Thompson
3rd Angelou

Attendance Award Day
On Monday 5 November we will be having an Attendance Award day. This means that every child that attends school
on this day will be given extra golden time.

Changing weather

As the colder weather is fast approaching, please could we ask that parents / carers are sending children into school
with warm suitable coats. If we could politely remind you that the school jumper/cardigan is a compulsory part of our
uniform.
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Main Entrance Gates

Please could we remind all parents and visitors that the entrance gates must remain closed during school hours. Please
ensure that if you are visiting school after 9 am and before 3 pm, the gate must be closed behind you. This is to ensure
the safety of our children.

ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK

Super Stars
Friendly Frogs 84.4% Loyal Lapwings Amelia
Happy Hedgehogs 94.9% Fair Minded Firs Bradley
Loyal Lapwings 97.9% Honest Hawthorns Lois
Fair Minded Firs 91.4% Wise Willows Elliott
Honest Hawthorns 95.3% Compassionate Chestnuts | Isabella
Wise Willows 95.5% Self-Believing Sycamores | Scarlett
Compassionate Chestnuts 97.9% Resilient Rowans Destiny
Self-Believing Sycamores 97.5% Persevering Poplars Alonzo
Resilient Rowans 92.7% Empathetic Elders Tyler
Persevering Poplars 96.5%

Congratulations to Empathetic Elders
for the best attendance this week of
99.3%
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 15 October to 19 October was

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date:

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is

96%
SLT Praise Visits
Codie-Ella
Happy Hedgehogs Eva
Gracie-Leigh
Rita
Loyal Lapwings Kellen
Lexi
Maddie
Honest Hawthorns Alex
Laurie
Nathan
Fair Minded Firs Evie
Wiktor
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Kyle
Jasmine
Macey

Wise Willows

Compassionate Chestnuts

Ethan
Jamie
Florence

Self-believing Sycamores

Alix
Lilly
Geordie

Lukas
Jayden
Oliver

Resilient Rowans

Persevering Poplars

Cian
Dane
Marcus

Damarni
Sadie
Wiktor

Empathetic Elders

Diary Dates to Remember

Monday 22 October

House Competitions Week

Thursday 25 October

Halloween Disco

Friday 26 October

Attendance Reward Day

Friday 26 October

Academy Closes for half term holiday

Monday 5 November

Academy Reopens at 8.45am

Monday 5 November

Attendance Reward Day

Wednesday 7 November

Empathetic Elders — Topic Assembly

Friday 9 November

Individual School Photographs

Monday 12 November

Parents’ Evening —2 pm to 7.30 pm

Wednesday 14 November

GORSE gets healthy at Ryecroft

Friday 16 November

Children In Need — non Uniform

Monday 3 December

House Competition Week

Monday 11 February

House Competition week

Thursday 21 March

Sports Relief

Monday 25 March

House Competition Week

Monday 25 May

House Competition Week

Simon Hayes
Assistant Principal

Helen Townsley
Principal

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful
tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlinelf you are worried that a child
is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France
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