
 

 

Monday 19 November 2018 

Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We had such an enjoyable week at school last week.  It was great to see children and professionals in their odd socks 
to mark Anti-Bullying Week, with our mismatched socks illustrating the fact that we celebrate and cherish difference 
and diversity.   
 
Further to this, we had a fabulous day on Wednesday at the launch of ‘GORSE Gets Healthy’. We were very proud of 
the children’s enthusiasm in completing their mile. In addition, we are humbled by the fantastic fund raising efforts of 
our families to support Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.  We are really thankful for your excellent commitment 
to Hollie Kozlowski’s raffle.  Further to this, it is also really important to thank you for your contributions to our non-
uniform day and therefore ‘Children in Need.’ 
 
I am eager to inform you that our recent ‘Fruity Friday’ shops have raised £115.80.  Huge congratulations to our Pupil 
Council for their leadership of this initiative.  We are so close to our target amount and will soon be able to purchase 
our bike/scooter storage!   
 
If you would like to join our swimming training session on Wednesday 21 November at 3.45pm, please inform our office 
staff.  Details were given in last week’s newsletter and you will be made very welcome.   
 
Thank you very much to all of you who attended Parents’ Consultation Evening on Monday.  I hope you found it to be 
informative and helpful in terms of supporting your child in their learning.   
 
In a recent newsletter, I informed you of our plans to develop the Early Years outdoor area as part of the Capital 
Investment in the school building.  We have had the initial draft of the design and I have included an image to illustrate 
this.  As this is the first proposal, there will be some modification to the design but the image certainly gives you a 
flavour of the excellent quality of provision we will be securing here at Ryecroft.   
 

 
 
In terms of Trust support, I am very keen to draw your attention to the work of Mathew Fitzpatrick, who is the Vice 
Principal at Morley Newlands Academy.  He coordinates excellent professional development programmes for our 
primary middle and senior leaders and this has a really positive impact on developing expertise and leadership 
approaches, which certainly strengthen our work at Ryecroft.   
 
We would like to remind the parents of the Self-Believing Sycamores that they will be showcasing their topic assembly 
on Wednesday 21 November, and we would love for families of this class to come along and enjoy the show. Our 
Catering team will be providing buns for you to enjoy whilst watching the assembly!   

 
Have a lovely week. 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal 



 
This week’s Captains Café visitors 

 

 
 
 
This half-term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME 
I’m sure we all agree that telling the time is a crucially important life skill. Each week, we will include a fun activity to  
engage children in learning about time at home, and helping them to make real-life links (the best way to gain secure 
and lasting knowledge!)  

 If you watch TV, when are your favourite programmes on? What time do they finish? How long are they 
on for? Who spends the most time watching TV in your house? On which day do you watch TV the 
most/least? Counting in time is one of the harder skills to master - because this is often the first time 
children are exposed to counting in 60s – can they explore and investigate why?  

 If you have a digital clock, try to write the time in an analogue way, if you have an analogue clock, write 
the time digitally or on the 24 hour clock. Check the time together at regular intervals. For younger 
children, can they recognise o’clock and half past? – can they be challenged to ‘to’ and ‘past’?  

 How long does it take you to do different things? Brush your teeth/eat breakfast/get to school/have a 
shower/clean your room/do 10 star jumps/ hop around the garden etc. What can you do in two minutes? 
Try lots of different things! This could help with counting and number skills too- if you can do 20 star 
jumps in 2 minutes, how many could you do in 4 minutes etc.  

 Keep a diary of the times you do different things this week. E.g. when you get up, visit a friend, eat 
breakfast, play, go to school, read, go to bed etc. 

 Look at a calendar. Find out how many days there are in a week, in each month, in a year. How many 
weeks are in a year? How many months are there in a year? Name them. Which is the sixth/last/third 
month etc.? Which dates are important to your family? Why? Put them in order. Make your own calendar 
showing these special dates. What are the different seasons and when do they start? 

 
 
GORSE Gets Healthy Day – Wednesday 14 November. 
On Wednesday, we had our GORSE Gets Healthy launch day. The day involved pupils taking part in assembly and 
completing a one mile exercise challenge. Our KS2 pupils also took part in some GORSE Games lunchtime challenges. 
The day was a huge success and it was fantastic to see all of our staff and pupils giving their all in attempts to run a mile. 
Please keep an eye out for photos of the event on our website. As part of the day we were also raising money for 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. Through sponsorship, donations and raffle ticket sales we have already raised 
a significant amount of money. A massive thank you again to Hollie Kozlowski for organising and running a superb raffle. 
If you would like to contribute but are yet to do so, please could all donations/sponsorship money raised by handed to 
the office by Wednesday 21 November. We look forward to sharing the total amount with you next week. 
 



 

            
 
 
Key Stage 1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park – Wednesday 21 November 2018 
Consent forms for the Key Stage 1 trip need to be returned as soon as possible. If consent is not given, unfortunately 
this will result in the child not being able to attend. The trip will take place on Wednesday 21 November. 
 

Anti-bullying week 
This week we have been raising awareness of anti-bullying. 
All classes have been reading this book: 
The children have been talking about what we can all do to 
fill up other people's buckets and make them happy.  If you 
would like to share this book at home there are versions 
available on YouTube. 
 
The children have also enjoyed coming to school wearing 
odd socks to celebrate our differences and our older 
children have completed a bullying questionnaire. We will 
inform you of the results of this questionnaire when we 
have them. 
 
Bullying is something that can hurt you on the inside or on 
the outside. It hurts you on the outside by hitting you and 

hurting you physically. It hurts you on the inside by name calling, skitting or hurting your feelings. 
 
Bullying is done on purpose, it’s not an accident. If someone hurts you during a game by accident that is not bullying, 
but if every time you played a game they hurt you, or your feelings, that would be bullying. It can aim to hurt a group 
of people or just one person and can be done by a group or just one person. Bullying happens more than once. The 
bully/bullies do it over and over and over again and they can take away your self-esteem and confidence. 
 
Please continue to support us to be an anti-bullying school by talking to your children regularly and informing their 
teacher of any concerns you have about bullying.  
 

Rainbow 
The Nursery children were very excited on Monday to see a beautiful 
rainbow over school. Here are some photos to brighten your day. 
                                                    

 
 
 
 



 
EYFS Homework and KS2 Homework examples  
Thank you to the Friendly Frogs for their lovely autumn creations as part of their homework. 

      
 

 
Lateness 
The table below shows the amount of lost learning time per class for the week commencing 5 November 2018 to 9 
November 2018. At Ryecroft we do not underestimate the importance of being at school on time, as learning begins as 
soon as your child enters the classroom. If children are late for school they miss out on essential learning: at the start 
of the day pupils undertake handwriting activities and promptly begin either their mathematics or English lessons. If 
your child is even 5 minutes late they have missed out on these vital learning opportunities. 
 

School starts at 08:45am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time. 
                                                 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 5 164 

Loyal Lapwings 4 486 

Fair-Minded Firs 2 162 

Honest Hawthorns 1 75 

Wise Willows 5 273 

Compassionate Chestnuts  0 0 

Self-Believing Sycamores 2 63 

Resilient Rowans 2 128 

Persevering Poplars 2 141 

Empathetic Elders 0 0 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 
 
 

Parents’ Evening 
Thank you to all the parents who attended Parents’ evening. It was lovely to see so many of you there. We received 
lots of positive feedback and will be announcing the winner of the Argos voucher next week. Good luck to those who 
completed the feedback questionnaire. 
 
 
 



 
Changing weather 
As the colder weather is fast approaching, please could we ask that parents / carers are sending children into school 
with warm suitable coats. If we could politely remind you that the school jumper/cardigan is a compulsory part of our 
uniform.   

 
Main Entrance Gates 
Please could we remind all parents and visitors that the entrance gates must remain closed during school hours. Please 
ensure that if you are visiting school after 9 am and before 3 pm, the gate must be closed behind you. This is to ensure 
the safety of our children. 

                    
                   ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                     Role Model 

Friendly Frogs 86.7%  Loyal Lapwings Leighton 

Happy Hedgehogs 97.6%  Fair Minded Firs Mia 

Loyal Lapwings 95.7%  Honest Hawthorns  Sienna 

Fair Minded Firs 99.0%  Wise Willows Harvey 

Honest Hawthorns  94.3%  Compassionate Chestnuts Oscar 

Wise Willows 97.7%  Self-Believing Sycamores Carla 

Compassionate Chestnuts 99.7%  Resilient Rowans Jade 

Self-Believing Sycamores 99.4%  Persevering Poplars Georga 

Resilient Rowans 94.4%  Empathetic Elders Maks 

Persevering Poplars 97.3% 

Empathetic Elders 97.9% 

 
Congratulations to Compassionate Chestnuts 

 for the best attendance this week  
99.7% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 12 November to 16 November was 
96.5% 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
96.0% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
96% 

 
SLT Praise Visits 

 
Happy Hedgehogs  

 

Ella 
Lacie-Jaii 
Eva 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

 

Izzie 
Benjamin 
Kellen 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Lois 
Laurie 
Mia-Rose 



 
 

Fair Minded Firs 
 

Layla-Maii 
Mia 
Nathan 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Kendal 
Ellie 
Olivier 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Kane 
Owen 
Angus 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Amaya 
Maisie 
Sam 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Thomas 
Grace 
Olivia 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Marcus 
Logan 
McKenzie 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Maks 
Ellie H 
Ebony 

 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 

Wednesday 21 November  KS1 trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

Wednesday 21 November  Self-Believing Sycamores Topic Assembly – 9.00am 

Thursday 22 November  Ryecroft Take Over Challenge Day  

Friday 23 November Academy Closed – Training Day 

Wednesday 28 November  Compassionate Chestnuts – Topic Assembly 

Friday 30 November  EYFS Open Day  

Monday 3 December  House Competition Week 

Monday 3 December  Christmas Carols and Songs with Manor House 

Monday 10 December  Secret Present room opens  

Friday 14 December  EYFS Nativity 9.30am & 1.30pm 

Friday 21 December Academy Closes for Christmas 

Monday 7 January  Academy Re-Opens at 8.45am 

Monday 11 February  House Competition week  

Thursday 21 March  Sports Relief 

Monday 25 March  House Competition Week  

Monday 25 May  House Competition Week  
 

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                  Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful 
tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried that a child 

is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

