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Rationale 
Ryecroft Academy recognises that all pupils regardless of their background should have equal access to a curriculum which 
will enable them to reach their potential. The pupil premium is a Government initiative that targets extra money to pupils 
from deprived backgrounds, which research shows underachieve compared to their peers.   

The Government have used pupils entitled to Free School meals as an indicator for deprivation and have deployed a fixed 
amount of money to schools per pupil, based on the number of pupils eligible for Free School meals.  Looked after or the 
children of armed service personnel are also eligible for this increased funding. 

The analysis below is based on the most up to date national information we have.  National data for specific groups 
including disadvantaged pupils is not yet available for attainment or progress for 2018 but comparisons can be made to 
2017.  Once 2018 national averages are released, an analysis of disadvantaged pupils progress and attainment compared 
to non-disadvantaged pupils (other pupils) nationally as well as disadvantaged pupils nationally will be made. 

YEAR 6 VALUE ADDED 

 READING WRITING MATHEMATICS 
2018 NATIONAL 2018 NATIONAL 2018 NATIONAL 

DISADVANTAGED  -4.1 -0.7 -1.3 -0.4 -3.3 -0.6 
OTHER  1.7 0.3 2.6 0.2 1.6 0.3 

EVALUATION 

• By the end of Year 6 in 2018, disadvantaged pupils did not make as much progress from their starting 
points at the end of Year 2 as other pupils in school and other pupils nationally.  However, 
disadvantaged pupils in 2018 made better progress than disadvantaged pupils in 2017 as a result of 
improved teaching and leadership. 

• A robust analysis of progress for each group, demonstrates that progress made by disadvantaged pupils 
not identified as SEND is significantly higher than that made by those disadvantaged pupils identified as 
SEND and is much closer to the VA of other pupils in school. The high proportion of SEND disadvantaged 
pupils lowers the overall progress for all disadvantaged pupils. 

• As a result of significantly improved teaching, robust assessment and tracking and highly effective 
targeted support, disadvantaged pupils made better progress than other pupils in school from their 
starting points at the beginning of Year 6; consequently, previous differences in underachievement 
diminished. 

 
 YEAR 6 COMBINED ATTAINMENT 

 
EXPECTED + HIGH STANDARD 

2018 NATIONAL DIFFERENCE 2018 NATIONAL DIFFERENCE 
% No. % No. 

DISADVANTAGED  30% 48% -18% -3 5% 4% +1% 0 
OTHER  71% 67% +4 +1 8% 11% -3% 0 

EVALUATION 

• Of the 20 disadvantaged pupils in the cohort, 8 were identified as SEND (40%). 
• Of the 14 other pupils, only 2 were identified as SEND (14%). 
• By the end of Year 6 in 2018, the attainment of disadvantaged pupils was lower than other pupils in 

school and other pupils nationally.  Nevertheless, the attainment of disadvantaged pupils increased in 
2018 at both the expected and higher standard when compared to 2017.  

• A robust analysis of attainment for each group demonstrates that the attainment of disadvantaged 
pupils not identified as SEND is significantly higher than the attainment of disadvantaged pupils 
identified as SEND and is much closer to the attainment of other pupils in school and other pupils 
nationally. The high proportion of SEND disadvantaged pupils lowers the overall attainment for all 
disadvantaged pupils. 
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 YEAR 6 READING 

 
EXPECTED + HIGH STANDARD 

2018 NATIONAL 
DIFFERENCE 

2018 NATIONAL 
DIFFERENCE 

% No. % No. 
DISADVANTAGED  40% 60% -20% -4 5% 14% -9% -2 

OTHER  86% 77% +9% +1 23% 29% -6% -1 
YEAR 6 WRITING 

 
EXPECTED + GREATER DEPTH 

2018 NATIONAL 
DIFFERENCE 

2018 NATIONAL 
DIFFERENCE 

% No. % No. 
DISADVANTAGED  60% 66% -6% -1 15% 10% +5% +1 

OTHER  86% 81% +5% +1 36% 21% +15% +2 
YEAR 6 MATHEMATICS 

 
EXPECTED + HIGH STANDARD 

2018 NATIONAL DIFFERENCE 2018 NATIONAL DIFFERENCE 
% No. % No. 

DISADVANTAGED  45% 63% -18% -4 5% 13% -8% -2 
OTHER  79% 80% -1% 0 15% 27% -12% -2 

EVALUATION 

• By the end of Year 6 2018 the attainment of disadvantaged pupils overall in reading and mathematics 
was below that of other pupils in school and other pupils nationally, however the proportion of 
disadvantaged pupils attaining the expected and high standard was better in reading and especially in 
mathematics when compared to 2017. 

• In writing the attainment of disadvantaged pupils overall was closer to that of other pupils in school and 
nationally and consequently the difference in attainment is less.  The proportion of disadvantaged pupils 
attaining the expected and high standard was significantly better when compared to 2017. 

• Again, a robust analysis of attainment for each group demonstrates that the attainment of 
disadvantaged pupils not identified as SEND is significantly higher than the attainment of disadvantaged 
pupils identified as SEND and is much closer to the attainment of other pupils in school and other pupils 
nationally. The high proportion of SEND disadvantaged pupils lowers the overall attainment for all 
disadvantaged pupils. 

 
YEAR 2 READING 

 
EXPECTED + GREATER DEPTH 

2018 NATIONAL DIFFERENCE 2018 NATIONAL DIFFERENCE 
% No. % No. 

DISADVANTAGED  59% 63% -2% 0 4% 14% -10% -2 
OTHER  70% 79% -9% -2 18% 28% -10% -3 

YEAR 2 WRITING 

 
EXPECTED + GREATER DEPTH 

2018 NATIONAL 
DIFFERENCE 

2018 NATIONAL 
DIFFERENCE 

% No. % No. 
DISADVANTAGED  44% 54% -10% -2 0% 8% -8% -2 

OTHER  64% 72% -8% -2 0% 18% -18% -5 
YEAR 2 MATHEMATICS 

 
EXPECTED + GREATER DEPTH 

2018 NATIONAL DIFFERENCE 2018 NATIONAL DIFFERENCE 
% No. % No. 

DISADVANTAGED  48% 62% -14% -3 7% 11% -4% -1 
OTHER  70% 79% -9% -2 9% 23% -14% -4 

EVALUATION 

• Of the 27 disadvantaged pupils in the cohort, 9 were identified as SEND (33%)  
• Of the 32 other pupils in the cohort, only 3 were identified as SEND (9%) 
• By the end of Year 2 in 2018, the attainment of disadvantaged pupils overall in reading, writing and 

mathematics was below that of other pupils in school and other pupils nationally.  However, when 
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comparing to 2017, there has been a significant increase in attainment of disadvantaged pupils in all 
subject areas.   

• It is important to note that this cohort had a very poor experience in Year 1 and as a result, by the end of 
Year 1 only 4% of disadvantaged pupils were at the expected standard in reading with only 27% of 
disadvantaged pupils meeting the Year 1 phonics check standard.  In mathematics, no disadvantaged 
pupils were at the expected standard in and in writing 4% of disadvantaged pupils were at the expected 
standard.   

• Although the attainment of disadvantaged pupils is lower than other pupils in schools, these pupils have 
made stronger progress from their starting points at the end of Reception, and at the end of Year 1 
when compared to other pupils in school.  As a result, the difference in attainment between these two 
groups has diminished. 

• A robust analysis of attainment for each group demonstrates that the attainment of disadvantaged 
pupils not identified as SEND is significantly higher than the attainment of disadvantaged pupils 
identified as SEND and is much closer to the attainment of other pupils in school and other pupils 
nationally. The high proportion of SEND disadvantaged pupils lowers the overall attainment for all 
disadvantaged pupils. 

 
YEAR 1 PHONICS 

 2018 NATIONAL  
DIFFERENCE 
% No. 

DISADVANTAGED  67% 70% -3% 0 
OTHER  88% 84% +4% 0 

EVALUATION 

● By the end of Year 1 2018 the proportion of disadvantaged pupils meeting the phonics check standard 
was below that of other pupils in school and other pupils nationally. The difference in attainment 
between disadvantaged and other pupils in school is close to the difference found between these 
groups nationally. 

● There has, however, been a significant increase in attainment in the phonics screening test for 
disadvantaged pupils in 2018 (67%) when comparing to 2017 (27%) 

● Phonics baseline assessment at the start of the year showed that the cohort emerged from Reception at 
a low starting point with the average score for disadvantaged pupils being 7.2 marks. 

 
GOOD LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT 

 2018 NATIONAL  
DIFFERENCE 
% No. 

DISADVANTAGED  56% 56% 0% -8 
OTHER  76% 73% +3% 0 

EVALUATION 

● By the end of Reception 2018 the percentage of disadvantaged children achieving a Good Level of 
Development was below that of other pupils in school and other pupils nationally, however, the 
proportion of disadvantaged children achieving a Good Level of Development is in line with 
disadvantaged nationally this year.    

● There has been an improvement in the proportion of disadvantaged children achieving a Good Level of 
Development when compared to 2017, and differences in attainment between these pupils and other 
pupils in school has diminished. 

● Outcomes for this cohort at the end of Nursery give evidence of them being below national 
expectations, especially for disadvantaged pupils.   

 
ATTENDANCE (YEAR 1 – YEAR 6) 

 2018 NATIONAL  

DISADVANTAGED 93.7% 94.5% 
OTHER 95.2% 96.5% 

EVALUATION 
● The attendance of disadvantaged pupils was below other in school and others nationally. 

Nevertheless, the difference in attendance between these groups is less than that found 
nationally.  



 
Impact of Pupil Premium Spending | 2017 - 2018 

 
 

 
 

● When comparing to attendance in 2017, however, overall attendance for disadvantaged pupils has 
improved and persistent absence for the disadvantaged cohort has also reduced.   

 


