
 

 

Monday 15 October 2018 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
I hope you have all had a lovely weekend.   
 
I wanted to take the opportunity to explain one of the ways in which we reward children in school as part of the House 
System.  Each class has a Perspex house, in or near their classroom.  In essence, this is similar to a money box.  Your 
children are rewarded house tokens, of the correlating house colour, by professionals in school who are part of our 
non-teaching team.  Visitors are also given tokens to be part of this reward system.  Just to illustrate this with some 
examples, our catering colleagues who serve children their lunch have tokens to give out, as does our site manager, our 
administration colleagues, our lunchtime supervisors, our Speech and Language therapist, our volunteer readers, our 
pastoral team and our cleaning team.   
 
The tokens are collected in the Perspex houses and at key points in the academic year, they are transferred to the 
Perspex display in the hall.  This aligns with when we hold a House Assembly.  Houses are allocated points aligned with 
the number of tokens they have collectively achieved.  Results of House competitions and personal PD achievements 
are combined with the achievement of tokens for ‘around school’ behaviour to determine the overall House standings.   
Your children are really enjoying receiving their tokens and it is lovely to see that the Perspex houses are filling up 
rapidly, indicating that children are making excellent choices in terms of their behaviour, courtesy and kindness. 
 
I would like to thank families of the Persevering Poplars Class who attended the assembly on Wednesday of this week. 
We do hope you enjoyed the mini cakes / snacks provided.  As well as being extremely proud of the Persevering Poplars 
class for their delivery and presentation, we were also very proud of our Year 2 children who looked after our families 
with such a polite and friendly disposition. 
 
Next it is the turn of the Empathetic Elders. They will be presenting their topic assembly on Wednesday 7 November at 
9am. We would love for families of this class to come along and enjoy the show. 
 
Could I please take this opportunity to remind you of the ‘Parent Celebratory Comment Box’ on the weekly planner 
page?  If I could please encourage you to write in your messages of praise for your children.  It is lovely for us to read 
about the great things that our children are doing out of school.   
 
It is really important that you listen to your children read regularly at home.  Please do record this is the planner. The 
skill of reading is linked so profoundly to success in all areas of the curriculum.  As a parent, you are your child’s most 
constant and influential teacher.  Regularly listening to them read makes such a significant difference to their chances 
of success.   
 
In last week’s newsletter, I thanked you for the amazing support you are giving your children in terms of completing 
homework.  We have seen so many excellent examples of high quality homework and it has been lovely to speak to the 
children about this. Many of them are very keen to tell us about the family members that have worked with them.  I 
hope you enjoy looking at the photographs included later in this newsletter.  I can assure you that there will be further 
photos to follow celebrating homework in future newsletters and appearing on the website.  
 
In terms of support from the Trust, I am eager to thank the site team at The Farnley Academy.  Last academic year, they 
recruited an excellent colleague, namely Kevin Smith.  When I spoke to leaders at the Farnley Academy about needs at 
Ryecroft Academy, they kindly allowed us to interview Kevin as a potential site manager for Ryecroft.  We have reaped 
the benefits of his expertise, diligence and skill ever since.  In addition to this, when site jobs require a second person, 



 
The Farnley Academy are always swift to support us by offering a second willing and supportive pair of hands.  I am very 
keen to thank The Farnley Academy for this support.  
 
In addition, I would like to recognise the support of our governing body.  They ask challenging questions, offer consistent 
support and ideas and visit the school regularly to see improvements for themselves.  As part of this they identify areas 
for improvement which helps to propel the school further forward.  It is worth remembering that governor’s take on 
this role in a voluntary capacity, yet their role requires a significant investment of time.  Please join me in thanking the 
governors for the positive difference they make to the school.   
 
Have a lovely week. 
 
Mrs. Townsley 
Principal 
 

 
This week’s Captains Café visitors 

 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to the parents of Persevering Poplars. 
Thank you to those who supported Persevering Poplars’ class assembly this week; it was lovely to have such a great 
turn out. The children have been thinking a lot about ‘perseverance’ and investigating how they can demonstrate it 
both inside and out of school.  
We are incredibly proud of the children, who all contributed to the assembly in their own individual ways and we hope 
we inspired you! 
 
 
SATS Meeting - Year 6 children and parents / carers 
On Wednesday 17 October at 3.30pm, we will be holding a SATs meeting for Year 6 students and parents / carers. This 
meeting is to inform you of what this important year will entail for your child, as well as how, as a school, we will be 
supporting them. Your participation in this meeting is vital as a lot of information will be covered. We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 
 



 
KS1 Homework 
Amazing African inspired homework produced by Blake, Casey, Colm and Brooke, Elliot, Layla, Shanade, Laurie.  Miss 
Simpson, Miss Holohan and Mrs Pearson has been very impressed with the fantastic effort the children have put in so 
far. 
 

                                             
 

                                                                   
 
 
 
KS2 Homework 
Many of the KS2 pupils have put in some fantastic effort with their homework. Superb models have been built by the 
pupils with the support of different family members like Toby's machine gun with the support of his uncle; Kyle's 
shield with the support of his dad and Jessica's Viking long ship with the support of her parents. Families have also 
taken their children to educational sites around the local area, such as Julia who visited Eureka to explore the 
different science activities. The quality in pupils written and mathematical work at home such as Layla, Dylan and 
Grace exhibits their innate desire to always do their best. The KS2 staff are very proud of the pupils and have enjoyed 
rewarding them with many homework stamps, which count towards their personal rewards as well as their house 
points. 
 
 

     
 



 

                                                   
 
 
Tea with the Lord Mayor 
Mrs. Brodrick was honoured to visit the Leeds Civic Hall with Ester in Year 6 this week and meet the Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress. Ester submitted a manifesto to become the Leeds Children's Mayor. Sadly she was not successful in reaching 
the final 12, however, we are all so proud of Ester for completing a fantastic manifesto and for her behaviour and 
conduct during the event on Wednesday. Ester received a certificate and badge from the Mayor and took part in a tour 
of the Council Chamber. 

               
 
 
 
Fruity Fridays 
On the 19 and 26 October, our School Council will be selling healthy lollies, priced at £1 and smoothies priced at £2 after 
school. We will also have a uniform shop selling second hand school uniform for a fraction of the price. 
 
All profits made from this sale will be put towards the schools new bike shed. We look forward to seeing as many of 
you after school, as possible, to help support this great cause. 
 
 
Anti-bullying wristbands 
We will be selling blue anti-bullying wristbands which can be worn in school up to and including the week of the 12 
November for £1 from the school office. 50p will go toward the anti-bullying charity and 50p towards the school bike 
shed fund. 
 
                                                  
Changing weather 
As the colder weather is fast approaching, please could we ask that parents/carers are sending children into school with 
warm suitable coats. If we could politely remind you that the school jumper/cardigan is a compulsory part of our 
uniform.   
 
 



 
Main Entrance Gates 
Please could we remind all parents and visitors that the entrance gates must remain closed during school hours. Please 
ensure that if you are visiting school after 9 am and before 3 pm, the gate must be closed behind you. This is to ensure 
the safety of our children. 
 
 

                    ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK  
 

Whole school attendance for 1 October to 5 October 
 was 95.08%. Congratulations to Fair Minded Firs for 
 achieving 99.7% attendance for this  
period.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                     Role Models 

Friendly Frogs 94.0%  Loyal Lapwings Taylor 

Happy Hedgehogs 96.6%  Fair Minded Firs Ruby 

Loyal Lapwings 95.0%  Honest Hawthorns  Harley 

Fair Minded Firs 99.7%  Wise Willows Joshua 

Honest Hawthorns  95.7%  Compassionate Chestnuts Rosie 

Wise Willows 96.8%  Self-Believing Sycamores Emma 

Compassionate Chestnuts 90.3%  Resilient Rowans Liam 

Self-Believing Sycamores 93.8%  Persevering Poplars Roxanne 

Resilient Rowans 91.2%  Empathetic Elders Ellery 

Persevering Poplars 95.8% 

Empathetic Elders 97.0% 

 
 
 

SLT Praise Visits 

 
Happy Hedgehogs  

 

James  
Olivia 
Teagan 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

 

 Jacob 
Noah 
Amelia 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Sienna 
Robby 
Leona  

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Ruby-Mae 
Cassidy  
Leah 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Macy  
Elliott  
Mia 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Florence 
Imogen  
Archie  



 
 

Self-believing Sycamores 
 

Eva  
Nikita  
Jack 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Liam 
Tegan 
Oliver  

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Alonzo 
Dylan 
Callum 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Kimberley  
Matty-Joe 
Mason 

 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
 

Monday 22 October  House Competitions Week 

Thursday 25 October  Halloween Disco  

Friday 26 October  Attendance Reward Day  

Friday 26 October  Academy Closes for half term holiday 

Monday 5 November  Academy Reopens at 8.45am  

Monday 5 November  Attendance Reward Day 

Wednesday 7 November Empathetic Elders – Topic Assembly 

Friday 9 November Individual School Photographs 

Monday 12 November Parents’ Evening – 2 pm to 7.30 pm 

Wednesday 14 November GORSE gets healthy at Ryecroft  

Friday 16 November Children In Need – non Uniform  

Monday 3 December  House Competition Week 

Monday 11 February  House Competition week  

Thursday 21 March  Sports Relief 

Monday 25 March  House Competition Week  

Monday 25 May  House Competition Week  
 

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                  Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful 
tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried that a child 

is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 
 
 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

