
 

 

               Monday 10 September 2018 

 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you had a lovely summer and it has been wonderful to welcome your children back into school last week.  You 
should be very proud of them.  They have settled back into school very well.  I have spent a lot of time in classrooms 
and have been impressed with children’s effort, focus and courtesy.  
 
Mr. Hayes has included a section in our newsletter which provides you with information about our results.  You will see 
that they have improved significantly for all year groups and I am very eager to thank my professional team for all of 
their determined efforts.  In addition to this, it is very important that we recognise and celebrate the motivation and 
commitment to learning of our children too.  We are determined, however, to further accelerate our rate of 
improvement and I have every confidence that we will be able to do this.   
 
You will have received a letter about our first half term of extra-curricular activities and I am delighted we have been 
able to offer a significant increase in the range of opportunities available.  After chatting to some families of Year 3 
pupils, I just wanted to remind all Year 3 parents and carers that your children are now in Key Stage 2 when choosing 
from the extensive range of clubs available.  
 
As a principle, opportunities, for example, Karate and Drama, will be rotated across the phases and so all children of 
the appropriate age (Year 1 upwards) will have their turn and an opportunity to participate.   
 
It is highly unusual for so many activities, especially when delivered by specialists, to be offered without any charge to 
parents.  The Trust is covering the cost of the Third Dan Black Belt of Wadaryu Karate and The Farnley Academy are 
kindly providing the time of Mr Quarrell as a Drama specialist without any cost to Ryecroft as a school or to the families 
of Ryecroft.  As Principal, I am very appreciative of this.  The academy is covering the cost of our music specialist who 
will lead our choir.   
 
In order to further enrich the extra-curricular activities available for our children, I wrote to families last year to see if 
you were able to volunteer and support school in helping to deliver extra-curricular opportunities.  We are very lucky 
to have benefited from the support of some of our parents who co-led gardening club and facilitated sporting fixtures 
but we would always welcome further input from you.  We are a community and it is not unusual for parents and carers 
to play a pivotal role in the delivery of extra–curricular.  Please do get in touch if you would like to volunteer.  We can 
provide training and support!   
 
As you know, I routinely inform you of the extensive support we receive from the Trust.  This week we have benefited 
from important and welcome support from The Farnley Academy.  Their site team really helped us get the building 
ready for the new academic year, following the building work in Early Years.  I know you will be keen to join me in 
extending our thanks.   
 
In addition to this, I am very eager to let you know about the kindness of Elliott Hudson College and in particular the 
work of Jane Blanchflower.  Most of our extra-curricular fixtures and curriculum visits were supported by Elliott Hudson 
College allowing us to use their bus and providing Jane as our driver.  My team have let me know that Jane has a 
wonderful manner with, and loyalty to, our pupils.  It is typical for her to stay and ‘watch the match’ and cheer the 
children on in spite of not being required to do so and having ‘finished her shift’, she has even attended and supported 
as a spectator in her own free time.  My colleagues have also informed me that she could not do more to help and 



 
support on trips and visits too! Please join me in expressing a heartfelt thank you to Elliott Hudson College and Jane 
Blanchflower specifically.   
 
Over the summer we added several photos to the Academy website. Our Trust creative team took some wonderful 
photos and if you haven’t had the chance already, please do have a look at the website.  You never know, a photograph 
of your child/children may well appear on the site. 
 
Professionals in school have been very busy preparing classrooms and corridors ready for the return of our pupils. I 
wanted to take the opportunity to share some examples with you. We hope that you will agree that our displays and 
working walls are of an excellent standard. They are so important as they can make such an important contribution to 
learning and progress. 
 
I hope you had a lovely weekend  
 
Mrs. H. Townsley 
Principal 
 

      
 

        
 
 



 

        
 

     
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 



 
 
PE Days  
Please can parents ensure that their child has their PE kit in school. If children do not have their kit on two occasions, 
they will lose 5 minutes of their playtime and on each occasion thereafter. Repeat offenders will be referred to their 
phase leaders. 
 

Nursery  Monday 

Happy Hedgehogs Tuesday & Friday 

Loyal Lapwings Thursday & Friday 

Honest Hawthorns Tuesday & Thursday 

Fair-Minded Firs Wednesday & Thursday 

Wise Willows Monday & Wednesday 

Compassionate Chestnuts Monday & Wednesday 

Self-Believing Sycamores Wednesday (PE & Swimming) 

Resilient Rowans Monday & Tuesday 

Persevering Poplars Thursday & Friday 

Empathetic Elders Monday & Friday  

 
 
Summary of results 2017-18 
Below is a summary of the results of 2017-18 compared to that of the 2016-17 cohort. It clearly illustrates the successes 
of last year in all areas, which have significantly improved since 2016-17. Although there is 0% difference in Year 2 
phonics when comparing the two years, huge improvements have been made for those pupils given their start point 
(only 38% having passed in Year 1). For more information please visit our website.  
 

% of pupils meeting the expected phonics standard 

 2016-17 2017-18 Difference 

Year 1  38% 76% +38% 

Year 2 88% 88% 0% 

 
Year 2 % of pupils achieving age related expectations 

 2016-17 2017-18 Difference 

Reading 26% 65% +39% 

Writing 32% 57% +25% 

Mathematics 29% 60% +31% 

 
Year 6 Value Added 

 2016-17 2017-18 Difference 

Reading -5.0 -1.7 +3.3 

Writing -2.0 +0.5 +1.5 

Mathematics -3.9 -1.3 +2.6 

 
Year 6 % achieving age related expectations 

 2016-17 2017-18 Difference 

Reading 47% 59% +12% 

Writing 53% 71% +18% 

Mathematics 32% 59% +27% 

Combined 32% 47% +15% 



 
ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 

 
                    ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK  

Whole school attendance for the whole academic year 
was 95.06%. Congratulations 
 To Persevering Poplars for Achieving 96.6% 
Attendance for this period.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                     Role Model 

Happy Hedgehogs 93.0%  Happy Hedgehogs N/A 

Loyal Lapwings 94.8%  Loyal Lapwings N/A 

Fair Minded Firs 95.0%  Fair Minded Firs N/A 

Honest Hawthorns  96.0%  Honest Hawthorns  N/A 

Wise Willows 94.1%  Wise Willows N/A 

Compassionate Chestnuts 96.2%  Compassionate Chestnuts N/A 

Self-Believing Sycamores 94.8%  Self-Believing Sycamores N/A 

Resilient Rowans 94.0%  Resilient Rowans N/A 

Persevering Poplars 96.6%  Persevering Poplars N/A 

Empathetic Elders 96.1%  Empathetic Elders N/A 

 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 

Monday 10 September  After school clubs will commence from 3.30pm until 4.15pm  

Friday 14 September Charity Tooth Brushing Scheme 

Tuesday 25 September Roving Bookshop in Sports Hall 

Wednesday 26 September Resilient Rowans Value Assembly 

Wednesday 10 October  Persevering Poplars Value Assembly 

  
 

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                  Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful 
tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried that a child 

is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

