
 

 

                        Friday 20 July 2018 

 
Principal’s Message 
 
It is really important for me to let you know how successful the Usborne Sponsored Readathon was for the academy.  
Our families raised £514.50 and as an academy we then added £85.50 to take this amount up to £600.  This enabled 
the school to qualify for a 60% discount and means that we have £960 to spend on books for this school.  This will make 
such a difference to us and I would like to thank our children and families most sincerely for your efforts.  It is also 
important to let you know that the idea came from a parent in the first instance and we are eager to recognise this.  
  
As Principal of Ryecroft Academy, I have thoroughly enjoyed this week!  The Year 6 show on Tuesday evening was 
delightful and I could not be more proud of this cohort.  We will miss them dearly and I know that you will want to join 
me in extending the fondest of farewells to this exceptional group of young people.   
 
On Wednesday evening I attended The Farnley Academy concert.  It was lovely to see so many of our families there! 
Your cheers and applause were the warmest and loudest of all and I thank you for supporting our choir in this way.  I 
was genuinely blown away by the quality of their singing, but nothing pleases me more than to see our children enjoying 
themselves so much.  Thank you to The Farnley Academy for allowing us to be part of this event.  Additionally, a huge 
thank you to Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Taylor for establishing our choir and preparing them so effectively for this 
performance.   
 
This week has also encompassed our Positive Discipline Celebration Ceremony. I must take this opportunity to 
congratulate all pupils at Ryecroft Academy.  Their behaviour was simply outstanding and I really valued the way in 
which pupils celebrated the achievements of their peers.   Thank you again to The Farnley Academy for hosting us and 
to Mr. Woodwards-Toyne for providing the Limousine and Scooby Doo Mystery Machine!  The 100% attenders loved 
their mode of transport!   
 
On Thursday we also enjoyed the Year 6 Prom and we danced with energy, enthusiasm and fun in our hearts! (The 
pupils, as well as Miss Dunderdale!) A huge thanks must go to the Year 6 team for organising this! 
 
There is still so much to look forward to next week.  On Tuesday, the children who have 100% attendance since February 
half term, will enjoy their visit to Lightwater Valley and on Wednesday morning those with attendance at 96% or higher 
will enjoy their film morning with me.   
 
We will be drawing the attendance parent raffle and the winning parents will be able to choose from the following 
vouchers: £25 Halfords voucher, £25 Mint Nail Bar voucher, £25 food voucher for The Woodcock and £25 food voucher 
for The Beulah.  We know that we cannot achieve great attendance without your support and this is why we wanted to 
build you into our reward structures.   
 
Our delightful School Council will also be running their enterprise shop after school on Wednesday and so please bring 
your 20p’s for your ice lollipops and fruit! In addition to this they will also be selling books and toys.  None of the items 
will exceed 50 pence! 
 
As this is the final newsletter of this academic year, I am keen to wish you and your children a very enjoyable and safe 
summer holiday.  Thank you for your ongoing support.  We very much look forward to seeing you all in September.   
 
Mrs. H. Townsley 
Principal 
 



 
Waterstones Visit 
We were delighted to have 26 children in school who have read 200 times either at home or with a volunteer in school 
over the course of the year. These children attended a special trip to Waterstones bookshop in Leeds where they all 
chose a book to take home. All the children then enjoyed a milkshake or a hot chocolate in the café while they started 
to read their books. 

                
 
 
EYFS Sports Day 
This week we had our Early Years sports day where the children competed in a number of races to earn house points 
for their teams. Our Nursery and Reception children displayed tremendous competitive spirits and supported each 
other throughout. The Early Years team would like to extend a genuine thank you for the overwhelming attendance 
and for being so supportive and warm to our youngest children. 
 

  
 
 
Hygiene Poverty 
Many people in the UK struggle to afford life’s essential products, countless households are going without personal 
hygiene and cleaning products in order to ensure there is food on the table.  
 
Hygiene poverty can have a detrimental effect on a child’s learning and enjoyment. The following extract has been 
taken from child psychologist Dr. Richard Woolfson; 
 
“Children’s self-esteem is greatly affected by the reaction of those around them – and if they are stigmatised, ridiculed 
or rejected by their peers because of poor basic hygiene, their sense of self-worth will quickly nose-dive. No child wants 
to be taunted because they are dirty, or because their clothes are filthy. They’ll start to lose interest in their education,  
their friendships will suffer, and they’ll be reluctant to attend school. 
That’s why hygiene poverty has such a devastatingly negative effect on a child’s psychological development, not just on 
their health but also on their confidence, self-esteem, social relationships and class work. 



 
It is clear that hygiene poverty is hitting families hard and is having a huge impact on children’s wellbeing at school. No 
child’s education and future life chances should be compromised because of the stigma they face, simply because their 
families can’t afford the hygiene products to keep themselves clean.” 
 
Please speak to Mrs. Cattley or Mrs. Hodgkin if you are concerned about your own children’s education due to hygiene 
poverty. In special circumstances school may be able to help with uniform and food in order to take pressure off the 
family budget. 
 
 
EYFS Graduation  
Last Monday marked a momentous occasion for some of our youngest children as our Nursery 2 and Reception children 
had their graduation ceremony. It has been a wonderful year and an honour to be trusted with the education of your 
children and we are all incredibly proud of every single one of them. All the children graduating received their 
certificates this week as a symbol of their hard work and positive attitudes this year. The Early Years team would like to 
say a huge thank you to all the parents and families who were able to attend and show support to our Friendly Frogs, 
Happy Hedgehogs and Respectful Robins. Your attendance made the day even more special. 

             
 
 
Year 6 Leavers' Show  
The Year 6 children put on a fantastic show for their families on Tuesday evening. They made up their own personalised 
lyrics for 6 current chart songs and did an amazing job singing them. They shared their favourite memories and a 
meaningful and reflective demonstration on the classic story of the professor and the jar.  
 
Each child received a very appropriate award which was voted for by their peers - there was lots of laughter at some of 
the awards - particularly the Drama Kings and Queens! 
 
It was an emotional show - particularly because these young people have had an excellent year and we are very sad to 
be saying goodbye to them.  
 
The show had a huge turn-out, with an audience of almost 100!  Great Effort Year 6; you made us all extremely proud! 
 

          



 
 
 
PD Event at The Farnley Academy 
We are delighted to share with you Mr. Randall’s view of the PD Event on Thursday. “The event on Thursday morning 
was well organised, purposeful and exemplified high expectations at every level; as a result, the behaviour of all of the 
children was outstanding. 
 
I was overwhelmed by the sense of pride and love evident throughout the whole morning.  The reasons children had 
been chosen for each award were meaningful, unique and sincerely heartfelt; we were delighted in celebrating their 
strengths and achievements across the year! Well done to everyone who attended the event” 
 
 
 

       
 

      

      
 

       
 
 



 
 
Year 6 Prom  
What a night! The Year 6 children had lots of fun on Thursday evening. From balloon art, mocktails and party food, to 
dance routines, party games and limboing! It was great fun from start to end! 
 

                                  
 

                      
 
It was lovely to see all of our Year 6 children there, they all looked fabulous and it was clear that some children had 
spent a lot of time getting ready for the big event. What a lovely end of year celebration to bid farewell to these 
wonderful children. 

 
 
 
End of Term / Branches 
As we rapidly approach the end of the school year, I would like to confirm that school will be open for the full day on 
Wednesday 25 July and will close at 3.15 pm. There will be no Branches after school on this day. 

 
 
 
Start of the New Academic Year 
We can confirm that our new academic year will start at 8.45am on Wednesday 5 September 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 
 

                    ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK  
Whole school attendance for the week commencing 
9 July 2018 to 13 July 2018 was 94.4%. Congratulations 
 To Persevering Poplars for Achieving 97.6% 
Attendance for this week.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                     Role Model 

Happy Hedgehogs 93.5  Happy Hedgehogs Zaffire 

Respectful Robins  97.3  Respectful Robins  Chelsea 

Loyal Lapwings 95.2  Loyal Lapwings Alisha 

Fair Minded Firs 95.0  Fair Minded Firs Rosie 

Honest Hawthorns  96.0  Honest Hawthorns  Grace 

Wise Willows 94.5  Wise Willows Kristian 

Compassionate Chestnuts 96.8  Compassionate Chestnuts McKenzie 

Self-Believing Sycamores 96.1  Self-Believing Sycamores Brooke 

Resilient Rowans 80.9  Resilient Rowans Bruno 

Persevering Poplars 97.6  Persevering Poplars Sadie 

Empathetic Elders 95.6  Empathetic Elders Connor & George 

 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 

Monday 23 July 2018 Reception Home Visits 

Tuesday 24 July 2018 Reception Home Visits 

Wednesday 25 July 2018 BRANCHES – CLOSED  

Wednesday 25 July 2018 Academy Closes for summer 

Wednesday 5 September 2018 School re-opens for the new academic year. 
 
Helen Townsley                          Mandy Brodrick                                                             Simon Hayes       

               Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal                                                        Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful 
tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried that a child 

is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

