
 

 

                        Friday 4 May 2018 

Principal’s Message 
 
I hope you have had a lovely week.   
 
Could I please remind you that children are not permitted to bring additional bags into school.  They have a book bag, 
PE bag and then an additional light blue branded Ryecroft bag, the latter of which was provided free of charge.  We 
have seen an increase in rucksacks and carrier bags around school.  This is something that I communicated with you 
about at the start of the academic year and our position on this is clearly stated in the Student Planner (page 15).  We 
are looking into ensuring the PE bag is a bigger size next academic year as we agree that it is too small, however, the 
additional bag that all children were given is certainly ample in terms of addressing the issue.  The only exception to 
this is children who need to bring in their swimming kit.   
 
We are working hard to improve our school library, providing an inviting place for children to read.  Either our library 
or our Key Stage 1 reading area are open and staffed during certain lunchtimes.  This allows children to read or complete 
homework in school time.  A few weeks ago, I said that I would share some photographs with you so that you can see 
the improvements that have been made to the library.  I hope you enjoy looking at them. 
 

         
 
Could I politely ask that when you come into the academy as parents to attend such things as events or assemblies you 
model high standards of courtesy to our children.  Our children are excellent at listening attentively and respectfully.  It 
is important that all adults show the same high standard of manners.  Thank you for your cooperation and support in 
this matter.   
 
We would be delighted if families of the Compassionate Chestnuts could come and support their class assembly on 
Wednesday 16 May 2018.  The assembly will focus on compassion, the children have been preparing for this assembly 
with great effort, so I am confident that they will do a terrific job.   
Mrs. Townsley 
Principal 
 
Lunch to Celebrate the Royal Wedding  
On Thursday 17 May, we will be offering a special lunch to the children to celebrate the Royal Wedding on Saturday 19 
May. The special menu will include cheese & tomato pizza, a selection of sandwiches, crisps, chocolate brownie, cheese 
straws, vegetable sticks and Apple Fizz. If your child does not normally have a school lunch but would like to on this day, 
please let us know or they can select the lunch on the day. Remember, school lunches are provided at no cost to all 
children in Reception through to Year 2, so please take advantage of this celebration. For children in Year 3 to Year 6, 
the normal school lunch price of £2.20 is applicable. 



 
O2 and NSPCC online safety workshops for parents 
Further to our letter issued in March, unfortunately the Online Safety Workshops will not be taking place. We required 
at least 30 parents to return an interest slip to be able to run the workshop and unfortunately, we did not receive the 
required amount. 
 
Year 1 & 2 Visit to Tropical World  
Last week Year 1 and Year 2 went on a trip to Tropical World. This linked to our topic last term of animals and ‘It’s a 
bug’s life’. Although we went on different days, we all had an amazing time. We explored the different areas of Tropical 
World and saw many fantastic animals. A popular favourite amongst the children were the Meerkats, we counted that 
13 Meerkats living there. The children were wonderful and set a very good example of our school. This week we have 
been writing recounts all about our trip, recapping the day and using lots of lovely vocabulary. 
 

           
   

                                                      
 
 
Year 3 & 4 Animal Visit 
On Friday 27 April, children in Year 3 and 4 welcomed a visit from a teacher and a student from Askham Bryan College 
to help with their Topic subject of 'The Rainforest'. The visit included them bringing in animals that are found in 
rainforest areas, such as a royal python, a sun beetle, stick insects, an African land snail, hissing cockroaches and a white 
tree frog. Some of the animals that were brought into school, the children were able to interact with in the form of 
holding and touching them. The information, which was given by the College, was fantastic and all of the children have 
come away from this experience knowing so much more about the animals in the rainforests. 
 

 
Contact Numbers, Addresses and Medical information 
Please can you make sure that the office are made aware of any changes to contact numbers, addresses or medical 
information. If you attended parents’ evening, the teaching staff will have checked the contact details with you. If you 
did not attend, please see your child’s class teacher. The school needs to ensure that records are as up to date as 
possible in case of an emergency. 
 



 
Change to Parents’ Coffee Mornings at Ryecroft Academy  
From this half term, the PTA coffee mornings will no longer be every Friday morning. The date of the next session will 
be confirmed in due course, keep a look out for updates via this newsletter and by text. We look forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible at our next session. 
 

ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 
. 

                    ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK  
Whole school attendance for the week commencing 
23 April 2018 to 27 April 2018 was 96.4% 
Congratulations to Persevering Poplars for Achieving  
98.8% attendance for this week.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                     Role Model  

Happy Hedgehogs 98.2%  Happy Hedgehogs Taylor  

Respectful Robins  94.4%  Respectful Robins  Leland 

Loyal Lapwings 94.6%  Loyal Lapwings Paige 

Fair Minded Firs 94.0%  Fair Minded Firs Zach 

Honest Hawthorns  97.7%  Honest Hawthorns  Riley 

Wise Willows 95.5%  Wise Willows Calvin  

Compassionate Chestnuts 95.0%  Compassionate Chestnuts Seth 

Self-Believing Sycamores 97.0%  Self-Believing Sycamores Saffi 

Resilient Rowans 97.4%  Resilient Rowans Cian 

Persevering Poplars 98.8%  Persevering Poplars David 

Empathetic Elders 98.5%  Empathetic Elders Finlay 

 
Diary Dates to Remember 

Monday 7 May 2018 May Day – Academy Closed  

Wednesday 16 May  Value Assembly – Compassionate Chestnuts 

Wednesday 23 May 2018 Values Assembly – Persevering Poplars 

Thursday 24 May 2018 Ready for Reception Session – Maths  

Friday 25 May 2018 Academy Closes & Re-Opens on Monday 4 June 2018 

Tuesday 5 June 2018 Nursery – Butterfly kits arrive in school  

Monday 11 June 2018 Father’s Day Present Room – Presents available all week for £1.50 each 

Monday 11 June 2018 Reception – Living Eggs Programme Arrives 

Wednesday 13 June 2018 Topic Assembly – Resilient Rowans 

Thursday 14 June 2018 Father’s day Lunch 11.30 pm-1.00 pm 

Wednesday 20 June 2018 Wise Willows Topic Assembly 

Thursday 21 June 2018 Honest Hawthorns Value Assembly 

Friday 22 June 2018 Parent Council Meeting 3.30 pm 
 
Helen Townsley                          Mandy Brodrick                                                             Simon Hayes       

               Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal                                                        Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with 

some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried 
that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

