
 

 

                        Friday 18 May 2018 

Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
We have enjoyed another action packed week at Ryecroft.  I am incredibly proud of the Year 6 children and the maturity 
with which they have approached their SATs.  Their work ethic has been superb and I could not be more impressed and 
pleased with them.   
 
Next week our Year 2 children have their examinations.  I know you will want to join me in wishing them the very best 
of luck.  Similarly, to the Year 6 children, their approach has been a credit to themselves, the academy and their parents.  
  
At the end of each half term, we now hold a House Assembly. The children really enjoy this and it is during this assembly 
the children who have achieved 100 percent attendance since February half term will receive their gold attendance 
badges.   Further to this, we also give out the PD milestone badges as part of this celebration (500, 1000, 1500 stamps 
and so on).  Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate families in our House Assembles but I can assure you that 
your children have a lovely time! 
 
Children now receive further house points when visitors come to the school.  Visitors are given a small bag containing 
several house tokens.  We ask our guests to spot our children being good (a very easy task).  They are then able to 
award children with a token, matching their house colour.  The tokens are placed in the Perspex House containers which 
are placed by every classroom and then added to House Point totals.  I would love parents and carers to have the 
opportunity to visit the academy and praise pupils in this way.  I will come back to you with details of a clear opportunity 
to facilitate this.   
 

                                                      
 
I am keen to extend a thank you to the Compassionate Chestnut Class for leading the assembly on Wednesday 16 May 
2018 which was focused upon compassion. Next week, the Persevering Poplars will host their value assembly on 
Wednesday 23 May. We hope to see lots of you there. 
 
On Monday afternoon, I am leading an additional assembly for Year 4, 5 and 6 pupils.  This is because some Parents and 
Carers have seen reports of youths throwing stones at passing cars in the area.  We have not had any information which 
suggests that Ryecroft pupils are involved but I am keen to educate our older pupils to really think about the potential 
consequences of such actions.  In addition to this, could I please ask for your support in terms of supervising your 
children and their social activities.   
 
It has been fantastic to see our children enjoy their outdoor learning opportunities today.  Please see the section below 
for more details on the really worthwhile activities pupils have been involved in.   



 
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone. 
 
Mrs. Townsley 
Principal 
 
 
Outdoor Learning Day 
Today we enjoyed our very first Outdoor Learning Day. Children from all year groups have taken part in a host of 
activities outside led by Charlie Pyatt and supported by students from Leeds Beckett University and our own staff team. 
Children enjoyed building camp fires, making their own warm drink and toasting marshmallows on the fire. The children 
worked well in teams to build shelters and very bravely gather underneath to test if their shelters were waterproof! All 
children developed a wide range of skills today and it was lovely to see them all working well together to solve problems. 
Look out for some photos on the newsletter next week! 
 
 
Accompanying your child to school 
Could we please reiterate to parents the importance of accompanying your children onto the school grounds – it is 
important that you are confident in the knowledge that your child is in school and is safe. All children in Year 4 and 
below should be accompanied each day. 
 
 
Hot Spot Day 1 – Friday 25 May 2018 
On this day we are holding a hot-spot day, this means that for every child that attends school on this day they will 
receive an extra playtime. Each child will also receive 1 extra raffle ticket, in addition to the attendance raffle ticket, 
which your child receives if they have 100% attendance for the week. These raffle tickets will then be placed in the box 
in readiness for the attendance raffle which is drawn at the end of term. 
 
 
Hot Spot day 2 – Monday 4 June 2018 
In addition, there will be a second hot spot day on Monday 4 June 2018. If your child is in school on this day, they will 
be entitled to an additional ‘Golden Time’. 
 
Please remember that there is also a reward for parents. If your child has 100% attendance for the whole school year, 
parents will be entered in to a prize draw. 
 
 
Road Safety and Scooter Training 
It is that time of the year again when the road safety team will be working with small groups of children and teaching 
them how to be safe when crossing the road and riding their scooter. All equipment will be provided by the team. These 
are the dates of the sessions and year groups involved: 
Year 2  Scooter training  Wednesday 6 June 2018 
Year 3/4  Pedestrian training Thursday 7 June 2018, Monday 11 June 2018 and Tuesday 19 June 2018 
Year 1 Scooter training   Wednesday 27 June 2018 
Year 5  Scooter training   Wednesday 27 June 2018 
Year 5/6  Scooter training   Wednesday 27 June 2018 
Year 6  Scooter training   Wednesday 27 June 2018 
Nursery and Reception will be having their road safety training at the end of June. The dates will be confirmed in due 
course. 



 
 

 
Mathematics Evening - Monday 9 July 5.30 pm - 6.00 pm 
The way children learn mathematics has changed significantly since we were all taught at school. Please join us for an 
evening of mathematics where our mathematics leader will talk you through all the methods and strategies children 
use to perform calculations and how we teach mathematics in school. There will then be time for you to talk with your 
child's class teacher about the specific methods, strategies and calculations taught in your child's year group. 

 
 

Contact Numbers, Addresses and Medical information 
Please can you make sure that the office are made aware of any changes to contact numbers, addresses or medical 
information. If you attended parents’ evening, the teaching staff will have checked the contact details with you. If you 
did not attend, please see your child’s class teacher. The school needs to ensure that records are as up to date as 
possible in case of an emergency. 
 

 
 
 

ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 
. 

                    ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK  
Whole school attendance for the week commencing 
7 May 2018 to 11 May 2018 was 94.75% 
Congratulations to Persevering Poplars & Empathetic  
Elders for Achieving 100% attendance for this week.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                     Role Model  

Happy Hedgehogs 89.8%  Happy Hedgehogs Thor 

Respectful Robins  88.0%  Respectful Robins  Leona 

Loyal Lapwings 91.1%  Loyal Lapwings Oliver 

Fair Minded Firs 96.3%  Fair Minded Firs Devon 

Honest Hawthorns  94.2%  Honest Hawthorns  Sky 

Wise Willows 90.6%  Wise Willows Lucas 

Compassionate Chestnuts 98.3%  Compassionate Chestnuts Carla 

Self-Believing Sycamores 96.7%  Self-Believing Sycamores Lukas 

Resilient Rowans 97.3%  Resilient Rowans Ellie 

Persevering Poplars 100%  Persevering Poplars Finlay 

Empathetic Elders 100%  Empathetic Elders All Year 6 

 
 
 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 

Monday 21 May 2018 Commencement of KS1 SATs 

Wednesday 23 May 2018 Values Assembly – Persevering Poplars 

Thursday 24 May 2018 Ready for Reception Session – Maths  

Friday 25 May 2018 Academy Closes & Re-Opens on Monday 4 June 2018 



 
Tuesday 5 June 2018 Nursery – Butterfly kits arrive in school  

Monday 11 June 2018 Father’s Day Present Room – Presents available all week for £1.50 each 

Monday 11 June 2018 Reception – Living Eggs Programme Arrives 

Wednesday 13 June 2018 Topic Assembly – Resilient Rowans 

Thursday 14 June 2018 Father’s day Lunch 11.30 pm-1.00 pm 

Wednesday 20 June 2018 Wise Willows Topic Assembly 

Thursday 21 June 2018 Honest Hawthorns Value Assembly 

Monday 25 June 2018  Olympics at John Charles Centre  

Wednesday 27 June 2018 Culley 7’s Finals 

Thursday 5th July 2018 Rounder’s at Cobden  

Thursday 19 July 2018 PD awards Ceremony at The Farnley Academy  
 
Helen Townsley                          Mandy Brodrick                                                             Simon Hayes       

               Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal                                                        Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with 

some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried 
that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

