
 

 

                        Friday 11 May 2018 

Principal’s Message 
 
To all parents and carers, please read this letter carefully as it includes some important messages in relation to our 
school uniform policies and in particular the use of school bags.  
 
If I could begin by explaining that our position on this is not new and has been in place all of this academic year. This 
was communicated last academic year in the letter that I sent out about uniform expectations. (This letter is on the 
parent notice board and on the website as a clear point of reference). This information has been in the Student Planner 
(page 15) for the duration of the year. I understand that a number of parents have been concerned about our position 
but could I politely remind you that our complaints procedure is clearly outlined on our website and it is really important 
that myself and my professional team are able to respond to individual circumstances for individual families and 
children. 
 
I am aware that inaccurate information has been shared with parents on social media and so I am eager to make clear 
the position of the academy. 
 
A book bag is a non-negotiable part of the school uniform. Book bags are specifically designed to suit their purpose. 
This is to carry books to school. They are ideal for ensuring such things as certificates are kept in good condition. Almost 
all primary schools have a book bag as a clear part of the uniform, as we do. The PE bag is compulsory in the same way. 
Rucksacks are not suitable for keeping books and certificates in good condition and so it will remain the case that book 
bag is a compulsory item.  
 
In addition to all of the above, another significant reason behind having these rules on bags is related to health and 
safety. The handles on rucksacks are often broad and fall off pegs in school. The bag that was given free of charge, the 
PE bag and book bag have slim straps and handles and this helps them to remain on the peg. You may not initially 
understand the importance of this but if you consider the need to evacuate the building quickly in the event of a fire, 
for example, you will understand the additional trip hazard that having coats and bags on the floor presents. At this 
present time, we do not have the capacity in school for lockers. Lots of additional polythene bags also increases the 
level of risk in terms of fire and overall safety. I am very genuine in my intentions to make decisions based upon what I 
feel is best for all of our children. 
 
I agree with the view of some parents and carers that our current PE bag is too small. This point was raised and I listened 
and responded. I made a gesture of providing all children with a further bag, free of charge, as a good will gesture. We 
have also sourced a more appropriate PE bag for next year. Further to this and prior to the events of this week, we have 
been working on sourcing a better quality book bag and a sports bag. The sports bag will be a gift for those children 
who regularly participate in extra-curricular activities. 
 
Some parents have spoken with me about carrying a number of bags to school. Having looked at this carefully, there 
will be very few, if any occasions, when it is a requirement to carry all bags to school on the same day. The PE bag can 
remain in school. I accept, however, that there may be certain days, although few and far between, when this might be 
the case for a small number of pupils. This underlines the need for all parents to speak to us about your child’s individual 
circumstances. 
 
If there are further circumstances for individuals and families where additional bags are required, for example, if a child 
lives between two houses and needs to bring their weekend bag into school on a Friday then we will happily support 
this. If a child needs to bring medical equipment to school or swimming kit, as previously stated, we are wholeheartedly 
supportive, but the process by which an exception is agreed is very important. This must be raised with us by parents 
and carers with a focus on their own child or children. If we make the professional judgement that it is right to make an 



 
adjustment, the teacher will put a note in a child’s planner so that it is clear to everyone that a specific agreement is in 
place. 
 
This same principle applies to all our rules. If I could provide an example for clarity. Our position on footwear has been 
clearly communicated. If your child has an injury, however, and they cannot wear shoes, an exception is made to enable 
them to wear different footwear for an appropriate period of time. 
 
I would like to make clear that school lunch boxes and bags, which are specifically designed for this purpose, are 
absolutely acceptable in school as they always have been. I do apologise if I didn’t make this clear. 
 
In the spirit of openness and honesty, I do want to say that I am disappointed by the keenness that some parents have 
to make criticisms of our work without taking the time to establish accurate information. This is particularly important 
given the rapid improvements that are now taking place at Ryecroft Academy as it moves from being an inadequate 
school to a great school. Please may I assure you that the professional team at Ryecroft work incredibly hard on behalf 
of our children. They show great commitment and dedication every day as well as a genuine warmth and care for all 
children. 
 
This is not to say that we get everything right and fail to recognise that there are still a lot of improvements to be made. 
I can provide several examples of where we have listened to your views, taken on board your ideas and changed 
approaches as a result. Please do get in touch with me if you would like to discuss these examples. We also share some 
of this within the ‘you said, we did’ information on our website. 
 
May I politely take the opportunity to remind you that we are the only primary school in the trust that supports families 
financially with the cost of uniform. 
 
From Wednesday of next week, our uniform policy will be adhered to entirely for all children unless adjustments have 
been agreed in the manner outlined above. 
 
I would like to make it clear that it is not appropriate and fair to make unacceptable, personal and negative comments 
on social media. I have sent out the letter from The Farnley Cluster, which represents the position of all of our schools 
in connection with this matter. I urge you to be respectful of this position. 
 
We would be delighted if families of the Compassionate Chestnuts could come and support their class assembly on 
Wednesday 16 May 2018.  The assembly will focus on compassion, the children have been preparing for this assembly 
with great effort, so I am confident that they will do a terrific job.   
 
I am extremely eager to wish our Year 6 children the very best of luck with their SAT examinations next week. They 
have shown a fantastic level of maturity and effort throughout the course of this academic year and we are very proud 
of them for the excellence of their approach. 
 
I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

 
 
Mrs. Townsley 
Principal 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Ryecroft Readathon 
We are very excited to announce our Ryecroft Readathon week will take place 
throughout the week beginning 18 June. This will be a brilliant week of bookish 
fun where we work with Usborne books to raise funds to expand our class and 

school libraries! Before the event, children will bring home sponsorship forms as their challenge will be to read for a 
target length of time across the week.  Throughout the Ryecroft Readathon week there will be a book focus with special 
story times and opportunities for children to read and share their favourite books with others across school. 
 
 

 
 
 
High 5 Netball Finals 
Our Netball team were selected to compete in the SSP Netball Finals on Thursday evening at St Mary’s School in 
Menston. The team played against three very talented and experienced teams from the North Leeds area and came 
home from the tournament with an impressive joint third place. The Team played with lots of passion and their skills 
shone though. The team should be very proud of their efforts; they have achieved so much in this last year. Well done 
to each and every one of you! 
 

 
Outdoor Classroom Day – Friday 18 May 
Friday 18 May will be an outdoor classroom day and children will participate in various outdoor activities. All classes 
will participate in outdoor learning sessions with their teacher and in addition, Key Stage 2 will be den building and 
making campfires and Key Stage 1 / Early Years will be cooking marshmallows on the campfires. We are all really excited 
about the different activities on this day.  
 
 
Tag Rugby Tournament at Cobden 
A final result wasn’t announced but I am delighted to advise that we won two of our three games. We beat Cobden 
and Lawns Park and lost to Greenhill. The children played with heart and worked well as a team, communicating and 
working together throughout. Special mentions to George for his effort during all three games and Lois for her 
leadership skills on the defensive end and two very impressive tries to win us our second game. 
 
 
Year 6 SATs 
Next week is Year 6 SATs week. The Year 6 pupils have worked incredibly hard to prepare themselves for this and are 
in the strongest possible position to perform fantastically. To help continue their support, school will be hosting a 
breakfast club, as we have done during the previous practice SATs, to ensure that all pupils are present at school on 



 
time, are mentally prepared and will also have a final confidence boost with their class teachers. I hope you all can 
support us in wishing them the best of luck! 
 
 
Lunch to Celebrate the Royal Wedding  
On Thursday 17 May, we will be offering a special lunch to the children to celebrate the Royal Wedding on Saturday 19 
May. The special menu will include cheese & tomato pizza, a selection of sandwiches, crisps, chocolate brownie, cheese 
straws, vegetable sticks and Apple Fizz. If your child does not normally have a school lunch but would like to on this day, 
please let us know or they can select the lunch on the day. Remember, school lunches are provided at no cost to all 
children in Reception through to Year 2, so please take advantage of this celebration. For children in Year 3 to Year 6, 
the normal school lunch price of £2.20 is applicable. 
 
 
Contact Numbers, Addresses and Medical information 
Please can you make sure that the office are made aware of any changes to contact numbers, addresses or medical 
information. If you attended parents’ evening, the teaching staff will have checked the contact details with you. If you 
did not attend, please see your child’s class teacher. The school needs to ensure that records are as up to date as 
possible in case of an emergency. 
 

  
 
 

 
ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 

 
 

                    ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK  
Whole school attendance for the week commencing 
30 April 2018 to 4 May 2018 was 95.3% 
Congratulations to Empathetic Elders for Achieving  
100% attendance for this week.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                     Role Model  

Happy Hedgehogs 94.1%  Happy Hedgehogs Jodie 

Respectful Robins  88.3%  Respectful Robins  Ruby  

Loyal Lapwings 95.0%  Loyal Lapwings Eva-Mae 

Fair Minded Firs 98.7%  Fair Minded Firs Jaiden 

Honest Hawthorns  97.0%  Honest Hawthorns  Coby  

Wise Willows 95.5%  Wise Willows Alfie 

Compassionate Chestnuts 95.0%  Compassionate Chestnuts Carla 

Self-Believing Sycamores 95.7%  Self-Believing Sycamores Aaron 

Resilient Rowans 92.6%  Resilient Rowans Kimberley 

Persevering Poplars 96.8%  Persevering Poplars Leo 

Empathetic Elders 100.0%  Empathetic Elders Andy 

 
 
 



 
Diary Dates to Remember 

 

Wednesday 16 May  Value Assembly – Compassionate Chestnuts 

Wednesday 23 May 2018 Values Assembly – Persevering Poplars 

Thursday 24 May 2018 Ready for Reception Session – Maths  

Friday 25 May 2018 Academy Closes & Re-Opens on Monday 4 June 2018 

Tuesday 5 June 2018 Nursery – Butterfly kits arrive in school  

Monday 11 June 2018 Father’s Day Present Room – Presents available all week for £1.50 each 

Monday 11 June 2018 Reception – Living Eggs Programme Arrives 

Wednesday 13 June 2018 Topic Assembly – Resilient Rowans 

Thursday 14 June 2018 Father’s day Lunch 11.30 pm-1.00 pm 

Wednesday 20 June 2018 Wise Willows Topic Assembly 

Thursday 21 June 2018 Honest Hawthorns Value Assembly 

Monday 25 June 2018  Olympics at John Charles Centre  

Wednesday 27 June 2018 Culley 7’s Finals 

Thursday 5 July 2018 Rounder’s at Cobden  

Thursday 19 July 2018 PD awards Ceremony at The Farnley Academy  
 
Helen Townsley                          Mandy Brodrick                                                             Simon Hayes       

               Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal                                                        Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with 

some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried 
that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

