
 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Reading 
 
At Ryecroft Academy we believe learning to read is the most important skill for our young children to 
master. When a child can read well, it opens up the rest of the school curriculum to them.  Ofsted’s recent 
report on the Reception Year ‘Bold Beginnings’, shares this view and references many outstanding schools 
who have reorganised their reading book systems to ensure that children can select books tailored to 
their individual stage of learning.  
 
I have spent some time during the Easter holidays organising our book system to reflect our Phonics 
scheme (Sounds - Write) and to create smaller, more specific sets of books, for children to choose from. 
 
To make this system easy for you and your child to select books, I have numbered each box or drawer and 
the books get progressively more difficult as you work up through the numbers. To give you an indication 
of how the new numbers correspond to the book bands and end of year expectations, please see the 
table below. These are also displayed in the classroom. 
 

Level Book band colour Expected year group 

Initial code drawers Pink 
Red 

Reception 

Boxes / Drawers 1 - 19 Red 
Yellow 

Reception 

Boxes / Drawers 20 - 26 Yellow, Blue, Green, Orange & 
Turquoise 

Year 1 

Boxes / Drawers 26 - 33 Turquoise, Purple, Gold, White & 
Lime 

Year 2 

 
When selecting books for your child, please select them from box or drawer numbered_______________ 
or below. When your child is ready to move up to the next level, we will communicate this to you through 
your child’s planner. When you return books please put them in the returned book box (on top of the 
initial code drawers nearest the door) we will then sort the books back into the correct drawer or box. 
 
When your child reads a book they should find it slightly tricky, a good rule to go by is that they should be 
‘stuck’ on about 10% of the words in the book. If you feel the level selected is too easy or too hard for 
your child, please speak to their teacher. We will reassess and let you know of any changes via your child’s 
planner. 
 
If you have any further questions regarding this, I would be happy to speak to you. 
 
Mrs Brodrick 
Assistant Principal 


