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Principal’s Message
Dear Parent / Carer
I hope you have had a good week and have all managed to keep safe and warm in the snowy conditions!

In spite of the weather, we had a great turn out to the Honest Hawthorn’s assembly this week. We are really grateful
for your support. Thank you to Mrs. Smith and her class for all of the hard work that went into preparing their excellent
assembly.

Next it is the turn of Respectful Robins whose topic assembly is scheduled on Wednesday 14 March. We look forward
to welcoming parents and families.

I am keen to thank The Farnley Academy for the support they have given us in terms of caretaking and site work over
the last few weeks. We are delighted that Kevin Smith, who is part of The Farnley Academy team and the person who
has provided the interim support, has now been appointed as our site manager at Ryecroft.

In terms of further support from across the Trust, Primary Principals from partner academies are frequent visitors to
Ryecroft Academy and support regularly with monitoring and coaching. Additionally, they share ideas, strategies and
approaches. To provide you with some recent examples, Mr. Done, the Principal of Hillcrest Academy has recently
worked with us to review the teaching of number, shape, space and measure in Early Years and Mr McCarthy, the
Principal of Morley Newlands, has supported our focus on Pupil Premium pupils as well as Early Years provision.

| would like to formally congratulate Mr. McCarthy and the professionals and pupils at Morley Newlands Academy for
securing an Outstanding judgement in their recent Ofsted inspection. This success is richly deserved and a wonderful
achievement.

You will be aware that we have recently written to you about the opportunity of becoming a Parent Governor. This is
a fantastic way to support the Academy and please do get in touch with me if you have any questions about the role. |
would welcome your registration of interest.

As you know, our Parent Council have arranged Friday coffee mornings for parents. We are very eager to welcome you
into school. Could | please make clear, however, that this is not a forum for making a complaint about the school. You
are in school as our guest but if you do have concerns that you wish to raise, please do get in touch with us directly.

Could | please remind you of the need to ensure that a responsible adult collects your child from school. We do not
allow siblings who are younger than 16 to collect your child. Our intentions here are based upon ensuring your child is
safe. If you would like to discuss this, please can you arrange to make an appointment with me as the Principal or
telephone the school to speak to me directly about this.

Recently, we have had a number of visitors in school who have led really important assemblies with our pupils. The
Police have led assemblies on road safety and internet safety and the Fire Brigade were due in school this week,
however, due to the adverse weather, this will be rearranged at a later date. Network rail have explored railway safety
with the children and we have had some wonderful suggestions from parents, through the coffee morning forum, for
further important focuses.
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I am very proud of the way in which pupils at Ryecoft conduct themselves. They are working extremely hard and they
are eager to do their best. In addition to this, they have wonderful manners and they are a pleasure to work alongside
every day.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs. Townsley
Principal

Parents’ Coffee Mornings at Ryecroft Academy

These sessions continue to take place every Friday morning at 9.00 am in the Branches room. (Parents will need to sign
in via the main office). Everyone is warmly welcome to stop by, from new to existing parents. There will be tea, coffee
provided, and friendly chat. In addition, subject topics will be provided to discuss in order to obtain many different
opinions on these subjects from a parent’s point of view.

Lineham Farm Photographs
Following our recent Year 5 residential, photos that were taken have now been uploaded on to the school website.
Please take a look.

Class Photographs
Adventure Photography are back in school on Tuesday 6 March 2018, they are here to take the class photographs. We
will send a text out on Monday to remind you of this.

Sounds-Write Visitor to Early Years & Key Stage 1

We were very lucky to welcome John Walker, the Director and co-author of Sounds-Write phonics into school on
Tuesday to work with teachers and teaching assistants across Early Years and Key Stage 1. John has a wealth of
knowledge on how to effectively teach Phonics and provided some excellent coaching and further training for staff. As
a staff team we are constantly striving to improve and refine our teaching so that every child receives excellent teaching.
| know Early Years and Key Stage 1 colleagues really valued working with John on Tuesday and are looking forward to
implementing his ideas and suggestions within Sounds-Write Phonic lessons, group work and 1:1 sessions. We
encourage all our Early Years and Key Stage 1 parents to complete the Sounds-Write online Phonics course. This course
is designed for parents and will provide you with further information on the Sounds-Write method of teaching so that
you can support you child at home using the same techniques we use to teach Phonics in school. Please find a link to
the online course below:

https://www.udemy.com/help-your-child-to-read-and-write/

Mother’s Day Events
Mother’s Day gifts will be available for children to purchase in the secret present room from Monday 5 March 2018;
gifts will be priced at £1.50 each.

Nursery and Reception classes will be holding an arts and crafts session. A letter has been sent out to the classes
involved, please see the ‘diary dates to remember’ below for the session times.

We would like to invite all mums to a special Mother’s Day lunch, a separate letter is being sent home to each child.
Please could you return the reply slip to school as soon as possible to confirm your attendance.
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Online Safety Assembly

On Thursday the 22nd February we were visited by the Local Community Police who delivered an online safety assembly
to our Key Stage 2 children. Following on from this we are looking to invite the NSPCC to our school to complete an
online safety workshop with parents. A letter regarding this will be sent out at a later date.

ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK
ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK
Whole school attendance for the week commencing
19 February 2018 to 23 February 2018 is 97%
Congratulations to class Empathetic Elders for

Achieving 100% attendance for this week

Superstar

Happy Hedgehogs 97.3% Happy Hedgehogs Thor Ollivant-Thackray

Respectful Robins 97.2% Respectful Robins Kayden Honey

Loyal Lapwings 97.8% Loyal Lapwings Mia Hunter

Fair Minded Firs 97.7% Fair Minded Firs Scarlett McGurgan

Honest Hawthorns 99.0% Honest Hawthorns Harvey Reed

Wise Willows 93.8% Wise Willows Sam Griffiths

Compassionate Chestnuts 98.7% Compassionate Chestnuts | Jack Minto

Self-Believing Sycamores 96.1% Self-Believing Sycamores | Thomas Harding

Resilient Rowans 93.0% Resilient Rowans Toby Coulson

Persevering Poplars 96.4% Persevering Poplars Harvey Brier
— Empathetic Elders Shuraim Khan
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Diary Dates to Remember

Every Tuesday

Cardigan Centre Arts & Crafts session 1.00pm — 3.00pm

Every Friday

9.00am — 10.30am parents coffee morning in Branches

Monday 5 March 2018

Mother’s day Present room — Children can buy gifts every lunchtime
£1.50

Tuesday 6 March 2018

School Class Photographs

Wednesday 7 March 2018

Mother’s Day/Wonderful Women Craft Day 11.45am-11.30am or
2.30pm-3.15pm (nursery mums or maternal family members invited)

Wednesday 7 March 2018

Tag Rugby Qualifier at West Leeds RLFC 1.00pm

Thursday 8 March 2018

Ready for Reception Session — Personal, Social and Emotional
Development and Communication.

Friday 9 March 2018

Mother’s Day/Wonderful Women Craft Day 2.30pm - 3.00pm
(Reception mums or maternal family members invited)

Tuesday 13 March 2018

Football Qualifier at Cobden 3.30pm start

Wednesday 14 March

Respectful Robins Topic Assembly — Parents Invited 9.05am

Thursday 15 March 2018

Mothering Sunday Lunch - Students invite their mum or maternal
family member to lunch 11.30am — 1.00pm (details to be advised
nearer the time)

Friday 16 March 2018

Teacher Training Day

Wednesday 21 March 2018

Empathetic Elders Topic Assembly — Parents Invited 9.05am

Wednesday 21 March 2018

Netball Final at Pudsey Grangefield 3.30pm start

Thursday 22 March 2018

Ready for Reception Session — Physical Development and Writing

Friday 23 March 2018

Spelling Bee: The Grand Final (Years 5 & 6)

Wednesday 28 March 2018

Self-Believing Sycamores Topic Assembly — Parents Invited 9.05am

Wednesday 28 March 2018

Football Final (TBC — If we qualify)

Thursday 29 March 2018

Academy Closes & Re-Opens on Monday 16 April 2018

Monday 23 April 2018

Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 24 April 2018

Parents’ Evening

Thursday 3 May 2018

Ready for Reception Session — Phonics and Reading

Thursday 24 May 2018

Ready for Reception Session — Maths

Helen Townsley
Principal

Mandy Brodrick
Assistant Principal
Esafety

Simon Hayes
Assistant Principal

https://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/

There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents:
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlinelf you are worried that a
child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403
Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and
Mrs France
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