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Principal’s Message

Dear Parent/Carer,

| wanted to let you know how proud | am of our pupils in Year 3 and Year 4. This week, they went on a visit to Danelaw. The
professionals at the centre and professionals from Ryecroft Academy reported how exemplary the children were, both in
terms of their enthusiasm for learning and their behaviour. | would like to extend a sincere thank you to all of the children
in these year groups as you represented the academy in the best possible way. You were a credit to yourselves and the
school.

On Friday of last week, we had a really productive meeting with the Parent Council and we are extremely grateful for the
quality of feedback and ideas that the group shared with us. A discussion in the meeting arose that | am very keen to address
immediately and this is connected to PE bags. It seems that there was a significant misconception around a simple action
that was intended as a gesture of goodwill.

Earlier in the year a parent spoke with me about the size of our PE bags and he pointed out that the size was not really
efficient for their purpose. | followed this up and looked at the PE bags myself. On inspecting the bag, | concluded that the
parent was absolutely correct and realised how difficult it was to fit all items required in the PE and book bag.

To address this, we looked into providing an additional bag, as a goodwill gesture and at no cost to you. It was not the
intention that this replaced the PE bag. The PE bag is still required and we intended that the additional bag would be used
for such things as drinking bottles and swimming kit.

If I could make clear my reason for not wishing to have additional plastic carrier bags in school and therefore taking the
decision of providing a further free bag: having several plastic bags on premises significantly increases fire risk as well as
making the school look untidy and uncared for. | am committed to providing a safe, inviting and high quality environment
for your children.

| hope this has now cleared the matter up but if you feel that it has not, | would urge you to contact the school. | can only
address your concerns if you let me know what they are.

Mrs. Brodrick, Mrs. Smith and | look forward to informing you very soon of other actions we have planned to take on board
your views and ideas. We have several examples of where your feedback and ideas have significantly helped us to improve
the school. We are going to make sure that some of our Parent Council meetings and events commence later in the evening
to allow working parents and carers to attend. Thank you to those parents who raised this with us.

As you know, | often take the opportunity in the newsletter to inform you of how we are supported by the Trust. You will
recall that recently | outlined how important and impactful the work of Mr. Randall is in helping Ryecroft Academy grow in
strength. In this newsletter | am eager to inform you of some other Trust colleagues who are contributing to raising standards
at Ryecroft Academy. Two of our Partnership Directors are directly involved in supporting our Year 6 cohort. Ms. Garnett
has worked with us throughout this academic year and part of her focus has been working with groups of children in our Year
6. Her work has been focused on reading. Mrs Cornfoot is now beginning to work with Year 6 children also and her area of
expertise is Mathematics. Many of you may know Mrs Cornfoot as she previously worked at The Farnley Academy.

Adam Stafford is an Advanced Skills Teacher from one of our partner primary schools (Morley Newlands Academy) and he is
supporting our Year 2 cohort on a weekly basis. This is just a sample of the support that we are in receipt of and | will

endeavor to keep informing you of such partnership work in future newsletters.

Once again, can | please take the opportunity to ask for your support in parking near school. On Thursday | witnessed a
parent driving over the grass verge. This resulted in the grass being completely churned up and spoiled.
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| clearly understand that the school is not well situated in terms of road access but you will appreciate that | can do little
about this. In assembly on Monday, | explored with children, the ways in which we can be more environmentally friendly.
One of our conclusions was committing to walking to school. | know this is not always possible, but on the occasions that it
is not, could I suggest parking a little further away from the school grounds and walking the remaining part of the journey to
alleviate the congestion and the frustration that it causes. Frustration at times that has led to foul language being used in
front of our children. | am sure that we are all in agreement that this is totally unacceptable.

If | can remind you that it is not legal to park on the yellow zig zag road markings or our driveway. If it was your child who
required an ambulance to access the school premises, any delay, even of a few moments, could make a significant difference.
Please do take time to consider my point of view.

By means of supporting our aim to be more environmentally conscious and reduce the use of cars our Pupil Council are busily
researching bike sheds and ways in which we could raise funds to purchase them.

We are continuing with our class assemblies and are very much looking forward to the Resilient Rowans assembly on
Wednesday of the forthcoming week. Families are extremely welcome and we look forward to seeing as many of you there
as possible.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs. Townsley
Principal

Parents’ Coffee Morning:

The Parent Council will continue to run Parents’ Coffee Mornings every Friday morning in the Branches room from 9 am.
(Parents will need to sign in via the main office). Everyone is warmly welcome to stop by, from new to existing parents. There
will be tea and coffee provided, friendly chat and also many topics will be provided to discuss so we can get many different
opinions on these subjects from a parents point of view. We hope to see as many of you there as possible.

Questionnaire winner
The winner of the £30 Argos Voucher for returning the Parent Questionnaire is Alfie Tootill.

ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK

ATTENDANCE
ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK
Whole school attendance for the week commencing
8th January 2018 to 12" January 2018 is 92.6%
Congratulations to Fair Minded Furs class for
Achieving 99.0% attendance for this week Role Model
Happy Hedgehogs 93.2% Happy Hedgehogs Violet Johnson
Respectful Robins 86.7% Respectful Robins Bobby Brock
Loyal Lapwings 93.0% Loyal Lapwings Una Flynn
Fair Minded Furs Lewis Bradley
Honest Hawthorns 91.7% Honest Hawthorns Summer Ward
Wise Willows 92.9% Wise Willows Maisie Cooper
Compassionate Chestnuts 93.0% Compassionate Chestnuts | Sarah-Louise Rayson
Self-Believing Sycamores 91.0% Self-Believing Sycamores | Kadie-Lee Seaman
Resilient Rowans 95.2% Resilient Rowans Nadia Kedziora
Persevering Poplars 91.2% Persevering Poplars Paulina Lutrzykowska
Empathetic Elders 92.3% Empathetic Elders Demi-Lee Horner
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Diary Dates to remember:
Thursday 18 January 2018 Parent Get Crafty sessions 12:30 - 3:00
Tuesday 23rd January 2018 Cardigan Centre Arts & Crafts Session 1:00 — 3:00
Wednesday 24" January 2018 Resilient Rowans Topic Assembly
Tuesday 30" January 2018 Billy Buttons Author visit
Friday 2" February 2018 (TBC) UKS2 Yorkshire Wildlife Park Trip
Monday 5t February 2018 Year 5 Lineham Farm Residential
Wednesday 7*" February 2018 9:05 Wise Willows Value assembly
Helen Townsley Mandy Brodrick Simon Hayes
Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Principal
Esafety

https://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/

There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents:
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlinelf you are worried that a child is at risk of
harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France
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