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RYECROFT ACADEMY 

Stonebridge Grove, Leeds, LS12 5AW  
Telephone: 0113 263 2433 
Email: info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  
Website: www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

Principal: Helen Townsley    Senior Assistant Principal: Alex Steadman 

    Friday 1st December 2017 

Principal’s Message 

 

Dear Parent / Carer,  

 

Thank you very much to the parents of the Persevering Poplars.  The family attendance at the assembly on Wednesday was excellent and 

we very much appreciate your involvement and support.  We look forward to welcoming families of the Compassionate Chestnut class 

this coming Wednesday. 

 

As an academy we are working incredibly hard to improve attendance.  This is because we are acutely aware of the link between high 

levels of attendance and academic success.  I am pleased to inform you that we are drawing a raffle which includes all children who have 

an attendance of 98% or higher for the academic year so far.  We have purposely ensured that the prize that will be received is a ‘family 

prize’ as we recognise the contribution that parents and carers make in this important area of our work.  The winner of the draw will 

receive a £50 Argos voucher and the outcome of this draw will be announced during the final week of term.  Next week we see our top 

attending class (The Compassionate Chestnuts), enjoy a reward visit to Nell Bank activity centre. 

 

It is important to let you know that Mr Steadman is being deployed within another Trust academy from January.  He has been a great and 

loyal asset to Ryecroft Academy and we look forward to continuing to work with him closely as part of the wider Trust team.  In January, 

I will make sure that I communicate the revised leadership structure to you.   

 

It is important that you understand the significant benefits that we reap as a result of being part of a Trust.  The £1 million investment in 

our building and site (which I informed you of last week) is just one example. From my perspective as Principal, I am extremely eager to 

ensure that you have an understanding of how much Mark Randall, our Director of Primary Education, contributes to the improvements 

that are taking place at Ryecroft.  His expertise and guidance are first class and his extensive work in support of Ryecroft Academy is 

hugely impactful.  I am sure you will join me in expressing gratitude and appreciation.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at our Christmas celebrations over the course of the next two weeks.   

 

Have a lovely weekend.  

 

Helen Townsley 

Principal  

 

 

Early Years & KS1 nativity – Whoops-a-Daisy Angel 

A reminder that our production will be taking place on Tuesday 5th December, there will be two opportunities to see this show, 9:15 am 

and 1:30 pm. The children are practicing hard and we can’t wait to see you there. We still have tickets available for the 1:30 pm 

performance, please complete your slip requesting your tickets and hand this in to the school office. 

 

Year 3 & 4 Learning Observation  

We would like to invite the parents of Year 3 & Year 4 children to come in and observe their children learning on Tuesday 5th December 

from 9:00 am to 9:45 pm.  Once you have dropped your child into class, please sign in at the office and you will be escorted around to 

your child’s class. Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the session on Thursday the 7th December. 

 

KIDZ BIZ Christmas craft packs 

KIDZ BIZ enterprise club will be selling Christmas craft packs on the playground at home time on Friday 8th December, Wednesday 13th 

December Thursday 14th December. 

 

The KIDZ BIZ team have worked really hard to select some fantastic craft packs to keep children busy over the Christmas holidays, please 

support them by buying a pack if you can. All profits made will be donated to a charity selected by the children. 
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Message from Miss S Townsley (Self-Believing Sycamores) 

I just want to say a special thank you to Self-Believing Sycamores for being a truly wonderful class to teach for the past two weeks. 

You have worked so hard and produced some brilliant pieces of work. I feel very lucky to have met you all and I’m sure your determination 

and positivity will continue to shine through school. 

 

Payments made to the school office – New Procedure 

Where possible, please could we ask that when you are making payments to the school office, the correct money is given? We do not 

always have change available, and this can lead to delays with you receiving your change! Please use the blue envelopes provided and 

ensure that all information is completed. 

We have now introduced a secure drop box in reception for all money to be placed, we will no longer be accepting payments over the 

reception desk.  

 

ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 

ATTENDANCE 

. 
                    ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK  

Whole school attendance for the week commencing 
20th November 2017 to 24th November 2017 is 93.06% 
Congratulations to Self-Believing Sycamores class for 
Achieving 98.9% attendance for this week                                                Super Star 

Happy Hedgehogs 88.6%  Happy Hedgehogs Darcy-Leigh Rayner 

Respectful Robins  92.9%  Respectful Robins  David-James Haigh 

Loyal Lapwings 97.6%  Loyal Lapwings Jessica Buchanan-Davis 

Fair Minded Furs 91.3%  Fair Minded Furs Kyle Brooke-Walsh 

Honest Hawthorns  92.5%  Honest Hawthorns  Kyle Harrison 

Wise Willows 94.3%  Wise Willows Jasper Walker-Morrison 

Compassionate Chestnuts 89.6%  Compassionate Chestnuts Alfie Dyer 

Self-Believing Sycamores 98.9%  Self-Believing Sycamores Grace Pearson 

Resilient Rowans 92.7%  Resilient Rowans Oliver Brook 

Persevering Poplars 92.5%  Persevering Poplars Damarni Wiltshire 

Empathetic Elders 92.8%  Empathetic Elders Alfie Hallsworth 

 

 

Diary Dates to remember: 

Tuesday 5th December 2017                                            KS1 & EY Christmas Production 9:15am & 1:30pm 

Friday 8th December 2017                                               Guitar Band Concert EY/KS1 at 2:00 pm and KS2 at 2:40 pm 

Monday 11th December 2017                                         Nursery & Reception Christmas Party  9:15am 

Monday 11th December 2017                                         Year 1 & Year 2 Christmas party 2:00pm 

Tuesday 12th December 2017                                         Christmas Lunch 

Tuesday 12th December 2017                                         Upper KS2 Museum for parents at 2:00 pm 

Tuesday 12th December 2017                                         Lower KS2 Christmas Party at 1:30 pm 

Wednesday 13th December 2017                                   Santa visits Early Years am 

Wednesday 13th December 2017                                   Year 2 Celebration showcase (creative curriculum) at 2:45 pm 

Wednesday 13th December 2017                                   Christingle at 9:00 am 

Wednesday 13th December 2017                                   Upper KS2 Christmas Party at 1.30 pm 

Thursday 14th December 2017                                        Lower KS2 Roman Feast at 1.30 pm 

Friday 15th December 2017                                              Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 15th December 2017                                             Academy Closes for Christmas Holidays 3:15pm 
 
 

Helen Townsley            Alex Steadman 
                                                                                               Principal                                                              Senior Assistant Principal 

Esafety 
https://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/ 

There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley and Mrs France 

https://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online
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