Curriculum Drivers

SMSC and Modern British Values
At Ryecroft Academy, Fundamental British values are promoted in so much of what we
do, not least during our school assemblies, Religious Education, Circle Time and Personal, Social Health Education (PSHE) sessions. As well as actively promoting British
values, the opposite also applies: we would actively challenge pupils, staff or parents
expressing opinions contrary to Fundamental British Values.

At Ryecroft, the curriculum is underpinned
by key drivers. These are Community, Enterprise, Competition and Oracy. As part of
the exploratory phase of what we wanted
our curriculum to stand for, we described
our key drivers as being the anchor to
which the rest of the curriculum will be
centred. These curriculum drivers lead
the teaching and learning of the curriculum but also prepare our pupils for
life beyond Ryecroft.
Expectations

Pupil Voice

The curriculum is designed to engage pupils’ curiosity with powerful,
memorable experiences. Each theme will have begin with a hook to
engage or spark thoughts and ideas, have a visit or visitor to enhance
the children's learning and final celebration or ‘Crescendo’ at the end
to bring all the learning together. This is designed in such a way so
that opportunities inside and outside of the classroom expand the
breadth of knowledge the children will be immersed in and galvanise
the learning opportunities that they are part of. Children will have
hands on, real life experiences to develop their understanding and
contextual awareness of concepts they are learning.

Through pupil interviews we asked what children enjoyed to learn
about and we took these opinions into account when planning the
new curriculum. Going through the topic, the planning will be
further guided by the inquisitive nature of the pupils which ensures
ownership of the curriculum by them.

Iterative Assessment

Skills and Context
The planning of the curriculum is underpinned by ‘key skills’ that children are taught and built on year on year. These skills are sometimes
taught multiple times but in different contexts so that our children
aim for mastery in the different subjects they learn. The planning of
the National Curriculum objectives is done on a 2 year cycle.

Through our detailed understanding of
the curriculum and the interconnecting
nature of the subjects, we have planned
opportunities to support children in their
writing and mathematical development
by applying skills and techniques they will
learn in English and Maths lessons into
their Creative Curriculum lessons. Only
through this mastery approach to learning and assessment, can children be totally flexible and confident in their application of skills.

