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Friday 16th December 
 

Dear Parent/Carer,  
What a wonderful first term we have had at Ryecroft Academy.  The children are making lots of progress across 
school.  As you will have seen from the children’s books, we know they are working very hard.  We are pleased 
that we have had chance to discuss your child’s progress at our first round of parent meetings.  We are aware of 
concerns about staffing changes.  Please be assured that we will continue to communicate information as soon 
as it is appropriate to do so.  
It will be a new year soon and, with that, brings a new start.  We would like to say a fond farewell to staff who 
have chosen to leave us.  We wish them all, including Mrs Tiffany, Mrs Page and Miss Shaw, the best of luck in 
their future endeavours.  We welcome all new staff who will be joining Ryecroft on its onward journey. 
 

Morning Routine 
We are very proud of how well the children are lining up and entering school on a morning.  Many children are 
arriving in good time, ready to enter school at 8.45am.  Just a gentle reminder, that the gate is locked at 8.50am, 
so that children are ready to begin lessons for 8.50am. Many of you are taking the opportunity to speak to staff 
on the playground before and after school.  We are always available to listen and help.    
 

Nativity 
Well done to all the children who took part in the EYFS and KS1 Nativity, it was fantastic!  Thank you to all the 
staff for their hard work and to the parents and carers whom were able to visit!  Please check the website for 
some photos of our superstars! 
 

Reading Hub 
Some of you may have noticed the transformation of our Reading Hub at the centre of school. We are very pleased 
to announce that it will be officially opened on January 23rd by a local author, Phil Earle.  There are plans for a 
grand ‘Mad Hatters’ tea party and it will be a wonderful occasion which you are all very welcome to join us for. 
Watch this space for more news! 
 

Spring Term Topics 
Next term will be very exciting as we continue to develop our curriculum.  With help from the children and the 
Smart School Council, the table below shows the topics that each year group/phase will be starting in January: 

 

Year group Topic  Focus 

1 Out of This World We will be learning about space; exploring other planets, as well as looking at our own planet to help 
inform the aliens where they would like to visit. Also, we will make our own spaceships to go on a 
space adventure.  2 

3 Made in Yorkshire We will be learning about what it means to live in Yorkshire; finding out about different places that 
children have travelled to, and know about, locally. There will lots of opportunities for the children to 
take control of the topic and tell us what they want to know more about. There may be a chance for 
us to get involved in ‘Made in Leeds’, so watch this space! 

4 

5 Great Expectations During this topic, we will be visiting Leeds City Centre to visit local, influential landmarks such as; Leeds 
University, the Library, the Art Gallery and more, to take inspiration from our local history. We will 
study (and hopefully meet) some inspirational people from the local area in sport, art and across 
history to raise our aspirations and to give us every opportunity to reach for the stars.  

6 

 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Sarah Norris           
Vice Principal 

mailto:info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk
http://www.hillcrest.leeds.sch.uk/

