
 

 

Monday 26 November 2018 

 
Principal’s Message 
 
I hope that you have had a lovely week.  On Thursday we had a ‘take over day’ where pupils assumed the job roles of 
adults in school following a recruitment process.  The pupils were fantastic and proved to be very accomplished in their 
professional roles.  I also very much admire how respectful and encouraging the other children were to our ‘new junior 
team’.   
 
With Christmas approaching, I wanted to take an opportunity to reference our House Competition.  This was such a 
success last year and we are very excited to see the Christmas tree baubles that families create together.  The Christmas 
trees for each house are on order and will soon be in the hall ready to showcase your fabulous Christmas creativity.   
 
I am eager to thank all of the visitors who gave us their time on Monday as part of our careers afternoon.  The children 
gained a great deal of insight from this experience.   
 
Could I please take this opportunity to remind our families to be really considerate to our neighbours in terms of parking.  
This is something that we need to be mindful of at both entrances to school.  The space in front of the flats adjacent to 
the top gate should not be used by us in terms of parking or dropping off.  Thank you for your help with this matter. 
 
On Wednesday 28 November, the Compassionate Chestnuts will be presenting their topic assembly at 9 am. We would 
love for families of this class to come along and enjoy the show. At the assembly, our catering team will also be providing 
buns for you to enjoy whilst watching the show.  

 
Have a lovely week. 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal 

 
 

Leeds Rhinos Football Tournament at Crawshaw: 
On Thursday evening our team played at Pudsey Crawshaw in the 
Leeds Rhinos Football Tournament. The team played well with an in-
experienced team and won 2 games, drew 2 games and lost 3 games. 
Overall we finished mid table in our group. Well done boys! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important! Collection of Children from After School Clubs 
As of Monday 26 November no pupils will be allowed to walk home from after school clubs without an adult due to the 
darkness. 
 

 



 
Argos Voucher winner 
Thank you to everyone who completed the parent questionnaire which was handed out at parents evening. We can 
confirm that the winner of the voucher was Ellie Hunter. 
 
Ryecroft Academy Open Day 
We are holding an Open Day on Friday 30 November where prospective parents are able to come and look around the 
school. The day will begin at 9 am where parents have the opportunity to watch a celebration assembly and sample 
some treats provided by the caterers, Taylor Shaw. Then there will be a tour of the newly refurbished Early Years. At 
this point you will be able to view the exciting plans for the development of the outdoor area. Following this you will 
be able to have a full tour of the school and meet Mrs. Townsley, the Principal, who can talk you through the 
improvements that have already been made and the plans for the future. Please can you chare this date with any friends 
or family who will be interested. 
 
Funky Fingers session: 
Don't forget about the funky fingers physical development session for parents of Reception and Nursery children run 
by Mrs. Barker on Thursday 29 November. Refreshments will be available from 8.50 am. Please return the reply slip, or 
alternatively see the office staff or your class teacher if you would like to come along. 

 
This half-term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME 
I’m sure we all agree that telling the time is a crucially important life skill. Each week, we will include a fun activity to  
engage children in learning about time at home, and helping them to make real-life links (the best way to gain secure 
and lasting knowledge!) 
• If you have a digital clock, try to write the time in an analogue way, if you have an analogue clock, write the 
time digitally or on the 24 hour clock. Check the time together at regular intervals. For younger children, can they 
recognise o’clock and half past? – can they be challenged to ‘to’ and ‘past’? 
 
Easter 2019 
As Easter falls late next year, we return to school after the two week break on 15 April 2019 and then finish for the 
Easter weekend on Thursday 18 April 2019. 
We would like to celebrate attendance during this week therefore each child that attends school every day will receive 
a small Easter Egg to celebrate their attendance. 
 
Changing weather 
As the colder weather is fast approaching, please could we ask that parents / carers are sending children into school 
with warm suitable coats. If we could politely remind you that the school jumper/cardigan is a compulsory part of our 
uniform.   
 
Main Entrance Gates 
Please could we remind all parents and visitors that the entrance gates must remain closed during school hours. Please 
ensure that if you are visiting school after 9 am and before 3 pm, the gate must be closed behind you. This is to ensure 
the safety of our children. 
 
Careers afternoon 
Our KS2 children enjoyed a careers afternoon on Monday. A variety of visitors with different job roles came into school 
and the children asked questions to try and work out which job each visitor had. The visitors then spent some time in 
each class talking further about their job role, qualifications and the skills it takes to succeed in the work place. Thank 
you to all the volunteers, who took time out of their busy lives to come into school and inspire our children to work 
hard and be the best they can be. 
One volunteer commented: 



 
“The children asked really good questions and were very articulate” 
The children said: 
“I enjoyed Usman talking about getting his GCSEs and perseverance” 
“I liked that we learnt about different jobs that we didn’t know about” 

 
 

      
 

               
 

  School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time. 
                                                 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 5 235 

Loyal Lapwings 2 125 

Fair-Minded Firs 2 57 

Honest Hawthorns 1 23 

Wise Willows 2 53 

Compassionate Chestnuts 0 0 

Self-Believing Sycamores 2 70 

Resilient Rowans 3 149 

Persevering Poplars 2 75 

Empathetic Elders 0 0 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 
 



 
 
                   ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                     Role Model 

Friendly Frogs 87.2%  Loyal Lapwings N/A – Training Day 

Happy Hedgehogs 90.4%  Fair Minded Firs N/A – Training Day 

Loyal Lapwings 95.1%  Honest Hawthorns  N/A – Training Day 

Fair Minded Firs 97.8%  Wise Willows N/A – Training Day 

Honest Hawthorns  100.00%  Compassionate Chestnuts N/A – Training Day 

Wise Willows 96.8%  Self-Believing Sycamores N/A – Training Day 

Compassionate Chestnuts 98.3%  Resilient Rowans N/A – Training Day 

Self-Believing Sycamores 94.9%  Persevering Poplars N/A – Training Day 

Resilient Rowans 98.0%  Empathetic Elders N/A – Training Day 

Persevering Poplars 98.1% 

Empathetic Elders 98.7% 

 
Congratulations to Honest Hawthorns 

for the best attendance this week 
100% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 19 November to 23 November was 
96.1% 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
96.1% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
96% 

 
SLT Praise Visits 

 
Happy Hedgehogs  
 

Gabriel 
Liam 
Philip 

 
Loyal Lapwings 
 

Taylor 
Jack 
Jodie 

 
Honest Hawthorns 
 

Nathan 
Amelia 
Ray 

 
Fair Minded Firs 
 

Layla-Maii 
Paige 
Wiktor 

 
Wise Willows 
 

Alfie 
McKenzie 
Caleb 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 
 

Lewis 
Jaiden 
Paige 



 
 
Self-believing Sycamores 
 

Kendra 
Alfie 
Lucas 

 
Resilient Rowans 
 

Brooke 
Aaron 
McKenzie 

 
Persevering Poplars 
 

Lily 
Roxanne 
Leah 

 
Empathetic Elders 
 

Kaiden 
Lucas 
Jessica 

 
 
Diary Dates to Remember 

Wednesday 28 November  Compassionate Chestnuts – Topic Assembly 

Friday 30 November  EYFS Open Day  

Monday 3 December  House Competition Week 

Monday 3 December  Christmas Carols and Songs with Manor House 

Monday 10 December  Secret Present room opens  

Tuesday 11 December Christmas Craft stalls 

Friday 14 December  EYFS Nativity 9.30am & 1.30pm 

Friday 21 December Academy Closes for Christmas 

Monday 7 January  Academy Re-Opens at 8.45am 

Monday 11 February  House Competition week  

Thursday 21 March  Sports Relief 

Monday 25 March  House Competition Week  

Monday 25 May  House Competition Week  
 

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful 
tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried that a child 

is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

