
 

 

Monday 8 October 2018 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I do hope you have had an enjoyable week.  
 
In a recent newsletter I sent to you our ‘Difference Charter’ and informed you of our work with Barnardos, as a LGBTQ 
Ambassador School.  Our ethos in terms of embracing all members of society is captured in the following quote which 
is part of one of our central displays in school: 
 ‘At Ryecroft Academy we are united in our view that compassion and kindness are of the greatest importance.  In 
addition to this, we know that everyone is unique and we cherish and value this diversity, understanding that it enriches 
and strengthens society.’ 
 
Could I please ask you, once again, to be really considerate to our neighbours as you bring and collect your children to 
and from school.  The car parking area in front of the flats, by the top drive is not a public parking area and is for the 
use of residents.  There have been some instances of parents and carers being rude to residents which is a real concern.  
I would appreciate your help with this matter.   
 
This week’s class assembly is going to be led by the Persevering Poplars and will focus on their value of Perseverance.  
This will take place on Wednesday 10 October at 9.00 am. Families of the Persevering Poplars class are most welcome 
to join us. 
 
In terms of keeping healthy and connected to improving attendance, could you teach and encourage your children to 
wash their hands really thoroughly after using the toilet and before eating meals.  This is something we are focusing on 
in school too and are linking to the NHS slogan of ‘Give Soap a Chance’.  If you could show your children how to wash 
all parts of their hands including nails and in between fingers. Thank you.   
 
I am keen to let you know that Miss Hodder, our EYFS leader, has created a modified and age appropriate approach to 
Positive Discipline.  I am really confident that this will help pupils to have excellent behaviour for learning in EYFS, as 
well as setting them up very positively for later years of their schooling.  If you have any questions about this, please 
ask Miss Hodder and the EYFS team, they will happily explain the simple approach to you.   
 
I am eager to ensure that teachers are available to speak with parents and carers.  To facilitate this, I have asked all of 
my team to be out in the playground from 8.40 am to help with any queries you may have. I must however state that it 
is important for teachers to be able to lead their classes in promptly at 8.45 am so that children are not held up in the 
playground and are able to get to their classroom and swiftly on with their learning.  You are also very welcome to call 
to speak to the teaching team or arrange a meeting. 
 
I have been delighted to see the excellent standard of ‘Dimension 2’ homework that children have been bringing into 
school.  It is lovely to see the amount of effort that children are putting into their homework.  A huge thank you to you 
as parents and carers too as it is clear that you have given your children amazing support!  We will soon be showcasing 
some of the fantastic pieces of homework that pupils have completed on our homework area of the school website, we 
hope you enjoy being able to see them! 
 
Have a lovely week. 
 
Mrs. Townsley 
Principal 



 
 
 
This week’s Captains Café visitors  
 

 
 
 

Impact of poor attendance on attainment 
An analysis of the current Year 6 pupil’s assessment was completed that compared it to their attendance. Pupils from 
the same start point (KS1 results) with high attendance had their results compared with pupils with low attendance. 
The finding (in the table below) illustrate the profound negative impact poor attendance can have on pupils as they 
progress through school. Missed learning due to absences and poor punctuality has a much more significant impact on 
learning and achievement than often thought.   
 

 Attendance Greater than 98% Attendance below 90% 

 Progress Value 
Added 

Actual Test 
Score 

Progress Value 
Added 

Actual Test 
Score 

Reading  -6.6 97 -8.2 94 

Writing -4.6 97 -8.2 92 

Mathematics -13.0 91 -14.7 88 
 
 
Black History Month  

This month we are celebrating Black History Month in school. Children will 
spend time studying the Windrush generation and their influence on British 
culture as well as some famous black Britons from our generation. For those 
of you unfamiliar with the Windrush generation, here is a little background 
for you so you can discuss this with your children at home. For further 
information, please visit www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk  
 
One of Empire Windrush’s most famous journeys was in 1948. After many 

young men and women lost their lives during the Second World War, Britain had a shortage of workers and needed 
more labourers. The British government invited people from Jamaica and other British colonies to come and work in 
the UK. Therefore, the Empire Windrush was sent to collect 492 people from Jamaica and bring them back to London. 
These Caribbean visitors worked in industries such as transport, rail and the National Health Service.  They made such 
a positive contribution to rebuilding Britain following the war.  Although many of them only planned to stay for a few 
years, the majority stayed in the UK permanently and have been a huge influence in changing British culture. Sadly, life 



 
wasn’t always easy for the new arrivals. Many were treated unfairly by native British people and they even found it 
difficult to find basic things such as somewhere to live. In 1959, an annual carnival was started in Notting Hill, London 
as a celebration of people’s differences. It continues to bring people from various communities together to this day and 
is famous for its vibrant colours and exotic dances. 
 

 
Spelling Strategy 
 

 
 
This week's spelling strategy is an old favourite: look, say, cover, write, check. Children look at and say a word from their 
spelling list, paying attention to the spelling rules and any awkward bits. After covering the word over so they can't see 
it, they then have a go at writing it, correcting any mistakes. The method is an easy one for children to do independently 
and helps them to see which mistakes they make. Doing a little bit each day really helps! 
 
 
House News 
We are delighted to announce that the new house captains and vice captains are as follows:  
Angelou: Captain: Lexie : Vice Captain: Bruno  
Grey-Thompson: Captain: Matty-Joe : Vice Captain: Ellie 
Churchill – Captain: Callum : Vice Captain:  Ebony  
Turing – Captain: Ester : Vice Captain:  
  

 
Up and Coming House Competitions: 
KS2 will be doing a house competition in school based around the board game 'Articulate'. This will take place in the 
last couple of weeks of this half term. We will also be holding a Christmas competition, which will take place in early 
December. Parents should stay tuned for further updates.  
 
 
Fruity Fridays 
On the 19 and 26 October, our School Council will be selling healthy lollies, priced at £1 and smoothies priced at £2 after 
school. We will also have a uniform shop selling second hand school uniform for a fraction of the price. 
 
All profits made from this sale will be put towards the schools new bike shed. We look forward to seeing as many of 
you after school, as possible, to help support this great cause. 
 
Eden Camp  
This Friday UKS2 visited Eden Camp to support their learning of WWII. The pupils had a fantastic time exploring the 
different huts, ‘exercising’ in the exercise yard and watching (as well as actively participating) in a traditional puppet 
show. The experiences from the different huts will be brought back into school to help inform their writing about the 



 
Blitz and Evacuees, and how the roles of women and children changed due to the war. Two governors also attended 
the trip to support and commented on the strong behavior exhibited by our pupils.  
 

               
 
Changing weather 
As the colder weather is fast approaching, please could we ask that parents/carers are sending children into school with 
warm suitable coats. If we could politely remind you that the school jumper/cardigan is a compulsory part of our 
uniform.   

 
Main Entrance Gates 
Please could we remind all parents and visitors that the entrance gates must remain closed during school hours. Please 
ensure that if you are visiting school after 9 am and before 3 pm, the gate must be closed behind you. This is to ensure 
the safety of our children. 
 
 

                    ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK  
 

Whole school attendance for 24 September to 28  
September was 94.9%. Congratulations to Fair  
Minded Firs for achieving 99.3% attendance for this  
period.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                     Superstars 

Friendly Frogs 91.8%  Loyal Lapwings Miley-Marie 

Happy Hedgehogs 92.3%  Fair Minded Firs Benjamin 

Loyal Lapwings 96.8%  Honest Hawthorns  Amelia 

Fair Minded Firs 99.3%  Wise Willows Poppy 

Honest Hawthorns  95.3%  Compassionate Chestnuts Paige 

Wise Willows 98.7%  Self-Believing Sycamores Calvin 

Compassionate Chestnuts 85.5%  Resilient Rowans Out on school trip 

Self-Believing Sycamores 97.2%  Persevering Poplars Out on school trip 

Resilient Rowans 91.9%  Empathetic Elders Out on school trip 



 

Persevering Poplars 98.1% 

Empathetic Elders 97.4% 

 
 
 

SLT Praise Visits 

 
Happy Hedgehogs  

 

Isabella 
Stanley 
Sophie 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

 

Taylor  
Nicole 
Jodie  

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Charlie 
Violet 
Harley  

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Colm  
Paige  
Casey  

 
Wise Willows 

 

Summer 
Anne-Marie 
Dante 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Owen  
Laura  
Oscar  

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Lucas  
Geordie 
Stevie 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Jayden 
Grace 
Oliver  

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Julia 
Cody 
David  

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Kaiden 
Bradley 
Hollie 

 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
 

Tuesday 9 October Fire Safety Assembly 

Wednesday 10 October  Persevering Poplars Value Assembly 

Thursday 11 October Fire Safety Assembly 

Monday 22 October  House Competitions Week 



 
Thursday 25 October  Halloween Disco  

Friday 26 October  Attendance Reward Day  

Monday 5 November  Attendance Reward Day 

Friday 9 November Individual School Photographs 

Monday 12 November Parents’ Evening – 2 pm to 7.30 pm 

Wednesday 14 November GORSE gets healthy at Ryecroft 

Friday 16 November Children In Need 

Monday 3 December  House Competition Week 

Monday 11 February  House Competition week  

Thursday 21 March  Sports Relief 

Monday 25 March  House Competition Week  

Monday 25 May  House Competition Week  
 

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                  Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful 
tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-onlineIf you are worried that a child 

is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France 
 
 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

